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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T may not be improper to apprize the Engliſh Reader, be- 
fore he enters upon the ny account of the . of the 
in. Augmentation Scheme, 


. That ſince the Reformation, the tithes in Scotland have 
not, except in a few particular inſtances, been the property 
of the clergy : But that they belong either; 1.'To the pa- 

tron; or, 2. To the impropriator, called there the titular j 
the grantee of the crown ; or, 3. To the freeholder, who 
by virtue of a law aſſed in 1633, became entitled to pur- 

chaſe the tithes of his own lands, abſolutely from the im- 
propriator, or — at a ſtated by that law ; and 
ſuch frecholders who | - purchaſe, had by the ſame 
law a right of leadi and ang the tithes of their own 
lands, at a Rated | greed 
propriator. 


IU. That the national in in Scotland, are, in neral; ſup- 
Ported by certin erpertel maul Ripendi, ch in moſt 
places are charged en tlie tithes, and are be en 
money, and part in corn or grain. 


u. That an act of the parliament of Scotland, ae - 
10 15%, n. A directs, That the Miniſter ſerving each 
kirk, ſhould have und, houſe'or manſe 1 kirk, 
d ſony eres of of the glbo r left. 


The act amo 1 2 
tithe for their mo 1576 eus 


The at anne 1606. n. — wha then dias | 


ſhall . 


2 2 WI ted ee nt RB * 


oe 1 
ſhall have a proportionable quantity of graſs land, n in lieu 
of the ct] 


The act anno 1621, n. 10. enacts, That the Miniſter ſhall pay 
no tithe for the paſture or graſs land allotted them * virtue of 
the act of 1606, 


| Theſe ſeveral acts prove, that inſtead of the tithes being the pa- 
trimony of the clergy of Scotland, or the clergy being, as in England: 

intitled to the tithes of their pariſhes of common. right; that the 
clergy in Scotland were even liable 4 pay tithe for their glebe to 
| the laity, until they ene 2 e e to free 


them from it. 
15 a 


| 1V. That by a hay made in 1617, the minimum or loweſt 
| iſtipend of a Miniſter, where the fruits of the benefice would 
3 extend to that ſum, to be allowed by the Commiſſioners of 
| - -  tiends'eſtabliſhed by _ — was to be 00 merk or five 
| cChalder of vidual; I. 15 s. 6 d. Sterling, and 
the maximum or bighet ipend. 70 be. allowed by: the ſaid 
Commiſſioners, was to be eight chalders of victual, Or.,1000 
merks proportionally, or, 551. 11 8. 15d. and it does 
not ap pear that this maxi mum hath been ever d; 
and there being in. 1617 many benefices whoſe dends 
| excceded this maximum; they were not to be altered b the 
| Commiſſioners, but remain as wy were. aa. 


V. That 'by a law. made in 1633. the minimum or 0 
ſtipend 95 a Miviſter is fixed at — chalders of vi 
. ... 800 merks. proportionally, equal to 44 l. 8 8. 10 a "Sterl, 
except in ſuch par riiculu- Kirh, auhergin there ſhould bea Juſt, 


T — :::. 


— 963 422 


reaſonable and expedient cauſe to go beneath that quantity, 
the conſidefation whereof was ae with ne ee 


b ers of tiends. dal 2512 10! W. 1) 3 


- ſpeaking of this increaſe! cipf the ſtipends, fays * it was rais d 
cc to 


"Biſhop Burnet, who was a competent * * this matter, 


— — 


[ 


* to about 50 1. a year, which, conſidering the plenty and 
« way of living in that country, he ſays, is a very liberal 
« proviſion, and is equal in value to thrice that ſum in the 
« ſouthern parts of England.” (a) 


VI. That the number of benefices in Scotland is 944, the ſti- 
pends of only 76 of which are at this time under the mini- 


mum of 800 merks, or 441. 8 s. 10 4 d. eſtabliſhed in 1633. 
And of theſe there is only one that is under 25 I. and 
- only four that are under 30 l. a- year. 


VII. That there are at this time in England more than 1700 
benefices that are under 20 l. a-year, which, if this ſcheme 
receives the leaſt countenance, may as reaſonably expect to 


be proportionally augmented, out of the tithes in the hands 
of lay or other impropriators. 


VIII. To conclude, the clergy in their memorial, aſſert that 
the tithes in Scof{and. are by law chargeable with a com- 
petent proviſion or ſlipend to the Miniſter, — The 

| landholders admit this propoſition, but with this reſtricti- 

on ; that the Quantum of a Miniſter's ſtipend, cannot le- 
F gally be extended or augmented beyond the expreſs proviſi- 
| ons and appointments of thoſe — made in 1617 and 
1633. — The Aſſembly have in effect admitted this, 
by voting to apply to parliament for a New or augment- 

ed ſtipend out of the tithes, to which at preſent the 
tithes are not liable. This the Landholders inſiſt would 
be a violation of their property in the tithes, to which 
they have an undoubted right and title, ſecured to them 
by many Act, parliament; and of which they have had 

the uninterrupted poſſeſſion for more than a century. 
| * 


The references in the following pamphlet are 
to the pages of the collection of papers pub- 
liſhed in Scotland in relation to this ſcheme. 


(e) Hiſtory of his own Time, Yo. 1. 5. 10 
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IMPARTIAL ACCOUNT 
OF 


The RISE, PROGRESS, and NATURE 


% 


Of the Schug for augmenting the Livings of 
the Scots Clergy. 


S IX, 
Y the help of your Collection, I have read all the papers 

B that have been publiſhed in relation to the propoſed plan 
for augmenting the ſtipends of the Miniſters of the church 

of Scotland: but as ſeveral other papers and facts of importance 
have it ſeems been induſtriouſly concealed, this Letter is deſigned 
to enable you to bring thoſe alſo to light, that the world may 
have a more juſt and extended view of the riſe, progreſs and 
nature of the whole ſcheme; whence it will appear, that the 
intended application to parliament for carrying the ſame into exe- 
cution, is the meaſure of a party, and not of the church of Scot- 
land, and in itſelf unreaſonable and unjuſt. 


Tuis indeed might have been done to greater advantage, if 
the managers of that ſcheme had not found it neceſſary, in ſup- 
rt of their cauſe, to abſtract from the publick view certain 
etters and inſtructions ſent by ſome Preſbyteries and Synods, 
the minutes of the Augmentation-committee, and the books con- 
_ taining a ſtate of the ſtipends of the clergy, &c. &c. Enough, 


however, 


| 
® 
| 
| 
' 
4 
| J 
g 
i 


es 
however, was diſcovered, while theſe books and papers lay open, 


by order of the qty to the inſpection of every Member, for 


letting us into the true hiſtory of their procedure, and its various 
conſequences. | 


In the year 1744, when both houſes of parliament, and every 
friend of our happy conſtitution, ſenſibly touched with the fatal 
effects of the late wicked rebellion, were uſing their utmoſt en- 
deavours to re-eſtabliſh the national peace and tranquillity, by 
promneng the general good; ſome of the clergy appear to 

ave been otherwiſe employed, projecting great things for them- 
ſelves, and judging from their own hiftory, found it reaſonable 
and neceſſary, that no Miniſter in Scotland ſhould have under 
80 1. or 100 l. Sterling of ftipend, and that beſides his manfion- 


houſe and garden, and a portion of arable land called a glebe, 
with another for graſs, Ec. 5. 79. 


For this purpoſe they intended, that immediate application 
ſhould have been made to the legiſlature. They knew the im- 
portance of the maxim Rapienda eft occaſio, and, by fiſhing while 
the waters were ſomewhat muddy, might hope to catch what 
could not be ſo well expected when the nation ſhould be reſtored. 
to a more ſettled ſtate and condition. 88 


Tr1s, joined with a fond conceit of their own diſtinguiſhed 
merit, which intitled them to aſk and to have, determined the 
point, That now was the proper time, p. 8 1. 126. 139. — And 
it is no ſecret, that the grand project itſelf, of augmenting their 
livings, at one ſtroke, to the extent of two thirds of the whole 
ſtipendiary benefices in Scotland, by loading the landed intereſt 
with an annual and perpetual tax of no leſs than 38, ooo J. Ster- 
ling, or computing intereſt at 4 per cent. with a capital of 
950,000 J. (a), had its riſe in a very proper place of the country, 


(a) 903 of the benefices in the church of Scotland are under 100 I. and theſe 903 ta- 
ken together amount to about 52,3001. Therefore, to raiſe each of them to 100 l. 
the ſum demanded, there is wanting, as above, 38, ooo 1. per annum; which, com ating 


| intereſt at 4 per cent. correſponds to a capital of 950, ooo 1. : and if the whole ſtipends 


in the Church had been as low at an average as was then given out, wiz. 521. or 531. 
5. 95. 125, a Capital of more than a million Sterling would have been wanting. 


in 


in the ſhire and within the bounds of the Preſbytery of Ayr ; from 
thence it came to the Synods of Glaſgow and Galloway, and in 
a few weeks thereafter appeared at the General Aſſembly 1748 ; 
where, after full debate upon a queſtion, Whether or not a 
Committee ſhould be appointed to take that affair under conſide- 
ration? it carried in the negative ; and the motion was accord- 
ingly rejected, p. 1. 24. 


AnD as this project met with the ſame fate in the Synods of 
Lothian and Tweeddale, Dumfries, Perth and Stirling, Sc. (for 
whoſe countenance and concurrence application had been made 
previous to the meeting of the Aſſembly) the old cry pro aris & 
focts was immediately raiſed. *© Miniſters could not preach 
« with becoming dignity and ſpirit upon their preſent ſmall in- 
e comes, and of conſequence the people could not hear with 
e advantage. Or, ſuppoſing ſome endued with extraordinary 
«© powers of mind, might make a ſhift to preach ; yet they were 
<« incapable of that glorious and divine part of their character, 
c which conſiſts in kindneſs, hoſpitality, and good works, with- 
© out which the beſt ſermons, &c. would in a great meaſure 
<« prove ineffectual. With what grace or zeal could they re- 
« commend beneficence or generous deeds to their hearers, 
«© when they wanted power to make the light of their example 
e ſhine before them. And what is equally alarming, no pa- 
<« rent, who was maſter of as much money as to breed his ſon 
ce an apprentice to any craft or employment, would educate him 
6 a Clergyman; and no man of worth or genius would accept 
© of the generality. of your Scots ſtipends. So that we mould 
% ſoon ſee an unlearned, worthleſs, contemptible clergy, and 
© of courſe an ignorant, wicked, graceleſs laity.” p. 80. 121. 
137. 181. 182. 186. | 
Tux were in too great haſte to ſtay to tell us, what ſtrange 
alteration of circumſtances had all of a ſudden made augmenta- 
tions ſo abſolutely neceſſary for preventing ſuch impending ruin, 
hitherto not heard of ; or to obſerve, if they alledge the danger to 
have been of ſome continuance, what aſpect ſuch things have as to 


their 


— — —— — - 
. —— — — —— <A 
- — — —— — —— — —— 


(8 ] 


their own parts, and character, and miniſtrations, who had 
preſſed into the Church with abundance of earneſtneſs, when 
the rate of living was doubtleſs as high as at preſent (a), and 
ſeveral of them extremely thankful when obtaining a preſen- 
tation even to ſome of the loweſt benefices. Nor had they any 
time to recollect what numbers of well qualified and polite can- 
didates ſtill appear for the ſupply of every vacancy. It will be 
admitted, that the Apoſtles and firſt preachers of Chriſtianity re- 
commended hoſpitality and charity with a tolerable good grace, 
though they could not inforce the exhortation with an entertain- 
ment to the hearers. And it is not very obvious, why the Mi- 

niſters of an eſtabliſhed church, however ſmall their appoint- 
ments, may not, with great F and fervour, charge them 
that are rich, that they be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, 
and willing to communicate. A charitable character is juſtly e- 
ſtimated, and the light of it ſuppoſed to ſhine before men, not 
from the extent of the gift, but by one's giving chearfully ac- 
cording to his ability; agreeable to St. Paul's, doctrine, and our 
Saviour's obſervation with reſpect to the widow who caſt her 
two mites into the treaſury. But the augmentation-brethren 


were humbly of another opinion ; and had now-ſet all hands to 


work in writing letters through the country, or diſpatching 
meſſengers to Preſbyteries, and correſpondents to Synods, to pro- 
cure inſtructions, and an election of members to next Aſſembly, 
favourable to the generous and benevolent deſign of inriching 
themſelves in great charity to others. 


THEIR labour, however, was in a good meaſure loſt ; for 
after a vaſt expence of time and rhetorick, money and horſes, 
&c. inſtructions for an application to parhament were procured 
only from 5 of 15 Synods, (even including the two that were 
originally in the meaſure), but not without a diviſion in ſome 
of them, and ſome of the inſtructions very little to the purpoſe 
of a general ſcheme. In other Synods they met with a total 


(a) When the Augmentation-brethren were collected together in the General Aſſembly 
1750, it appeared, that the far greater part of them had not been in oxDERs 10 or 12 


years; many of them not the one half of that time, and ſeveral only three, two, nay 
one year, | 


rebuff : 


ks St 

rebuff: for inſtance, the Synod of Dumfries gave it as their opi- 
nion, „That it would be unſeaſonable and dangerous for the 
« Church, at this time, to make any application to parliament 
« for a general augmentation of ſtipends.“ It is true, the ma- 
nagers talked alſo of inſtructions from 25 of 77 Preſbyteries, p. 2. 
But the covering was too thin ; for, upon inquiry, it was found, 
that more than one half of theſe 25 Preſbyteries were within the 
bounds of the 5 Synods already computed. 


UPoxn this, the more cool and political, found it abſolutely 
neceffary to drop in appearance the original plan of raifing every 
ſtipend to 100 l. and to affect a vaſt concern for thoſe Miniſters, 
who benefices are below the preſent legal quota, that, under 
cover of augmenting ſuch ſmall — they might carry an ap- 
plication to parliament, and, being once there, could inſiſt on 
the main deſign with the greater hope of ſucceſs, when the 
Gentlemen of the landed intereſt were not ſo much on their 
guard, or, at leaſt, might make a precedent for renewing their 
application on a more extenſive plan. 


AccoRDINGLY, ſcarce any thing was to be heard, but ſtipends 
of zo and 35 l.; though by the way the benefices of all the clergy 
in Scotland are above 401. excepting 43, who have free acceſs to 
an augmentation, if the tithes of their reſpective - pariſhes are 
ſufficient for that purpoſe. * It was well known the friends 
cc of the benevolent ſcheme were ſeeking nothing for themſelves; 
but how could they remain unconcerned ſpectators of the di- 
ce ſtreſſes of their poor brethren, unable to ſupport their numer- 

* ous'and growing families! # | 


THE majority, however, of the party, poſſeſſed of le's policy 
and more fire, would not depart from a general augmentation, | 
even in appearance: but having muſtered up their whole poſſy 
in the Committee of overtures of the. General Aſſembly 1749, 
_ where very few, except their warmeſt friends, thought it worth 
while to attend; they unanimouſly agreed, That an aug- 
e mentation of the generality of Miniſters ſtipends in this Church 
was highly reaſonable and neceſſary, and, by a very great ma- 

| B | Jority, 


[ wo ] 
« jority, did give it as their opinion, that the Aſſembly ſhould 
« take the matter under their conſideration, and ſhould reſolve 


« on an humble application to the King and parliament for the 
e purpoſe above mentioned, p. 2. 


Bur when the matter was debated in open Aſſembly, thoſe 
on the fide of augmentations being unable to. vouch their 
groundleſs allegations concerning the diſtreſſed circumſtances 
of the clergy, and being altogether ignorant of the. ſtate and 
extent of the tithes, and indeed of every one thing upon 
which a petition to the legiſlature could be founded, they were 
beat out of the argument; and, after a ſtruggle of nine or 
ten hours, could not prevail with the Aſſembly to. reſolve up- 
on any application to parliament, or even to find, That it 
was reaſonable or neceſſary to augment the generality of the 
Church-livings in Scotland: ſo that the whole iſſued in ap- 
pointing a Committee, * to take the matter under conſidera- 
tion, and to report what ſhould, upon proper inquiry, ap- 
< pear to them, to the next General Aſſembly, in order to 
<< their making application to parliament for an augmentation of 
« ſtipends, or (N. B.) providing ſuch other remedy as to them 
* ſhould ſeem meet,” p. 2. 


Tris Committee having received proper powers and in- 
ſtructions, did, purſuant thereunto, cauſe a letter to be wrote 
on the 25th of May 1749, requiring every Moderator to call a 
meeting of his Preſbytery, and to appoint every Minifter with- 
in the bounds thereof to tranſmit to the Clerks of the General 
Aſſembly, before the iſt of Auguſt next, or as ſoon thereafter as 

ſſible, an exact account of the amount of his ftipend ; the va- 
lue of his glebe and graſs; the ſum allowed for communion-ele- 
ments; the extent of his pariſh in breadth and length; the number 
of ſouls under his care; the ſtate and value of the tithes ; and of 
any other funds that might be applied to the augmentation of 
ſtipends. And they were A directed, if they could not 
prepare an accurate ſtate of the tithes before the iſt of Auguſt, 
not to delay tranſmitting an account of the other particulars; but 

| 5 


1a | 


to ſupply ſuch defect by an after-report. And Preſbyteries were 
ordered to ſend ſuch accounts with reſpect to the vacant pariſhes 
within their reſpective bounds, p. 4. 


Axp now the general averſion, at leaſt indifference of the 
clergy, as to the meaſure that had been carrying on, or their 
uſt 3 that an eclaireciſment as to ſeveral of the a- 
bove facts would not ſerve the purpoſe in view, was no longer 
a matter of queſtion; for when Auguſt came, the Clerks. had 
only received accounts relative to very few more than an hun- 
dred benefices ; and, after waiting ſome months longer, had not 
got above one half of the number that might reaſonably have 
been expected ; which obliged the Committee in November to 
renew their requiſitiqn, by a letter wrote in the ſtrongeſt 

terms (a). But even /this would not do; for in March 1750, 
near 300 reports were {till wanting. 


Tuts occaſioned a third ſummons to deficient members, and 

an order. upon Preſbyteries to ſupply the defect, it any ſpe- 
cial circumſtances prevented the incumbents from doing it 

themſelves (5); yet all that this third and moſt peremptor or- 

der could produce, was about 80: fo that the very day be- 

FIST! © IS | fore 


(a) This letter is dated, Edinburgh, qth November 1749, and was wrote by the Mode- 
rator of the Committee in their name, and by their appointment, and a copy ſent to 
each Preſbytery ; wherein, after obſerving, © That the Committee were exceedingly ſur- 
«« priſed to find ſo many Miniſters had ſent no reports SR their ſtipends, notwith- 
* ſtanding the expreſs orders of the late General Aſſembly,” he proceeds thus: © It is 
“ therefore expected, that all who have hitherto neglected it, will, without delay, ſend 
up their reports, that the Committee may not be under the diſagreeable neceſſity of 
0 repreſenting the deficients to the next General Aſſembly. And it is alſo expected, that 
„ Preſbyteries will do every thing in their power for promoting ſo laudable a +5. a 4 
(5) This letter is dated, Edinburgh, March 13. 1750, and was wrote by the Moderator 
of the Committee; a copy whereof was ſent to each Preſbytery, and is as follows. I gave 
* you the trouble of a letter in November laſt, in name of the Committee of the laſt 
« General Aſſembly, who have under conſideration the propoſal for augmentation of Mi- 
© niſters ſtipends, &c. requeſting you would order the ſeveral Miniſters to ſend up an ac- 
. count of the particulars reſpecting their different pariſhes, as far as they know, in anſwer 
<4 to the queries tranſmitted to them in May laſt; and the Committee obſerving at this 
meeting, that ſeveral of theſe reports are not yet come to the Clerks hands, have di- 
« rected me to ſend you this ſecond letter, {he ſhould have called it the third letter, inclu- 


ding 
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fore meeting of the Aſſembly May 10. 1750, the whole reports 


amounted to no more than 763, in place of 944. And it is 
notour, that very many who tranſmitted an account of their be- 
nefices, were influenced merely by a regard to the authority of 
the General Aſſembly, and not as willing to give any counte- 
nance to the propoſed plan of augmentation. 


How matters were carried on in the Committee, will appear 
immediately. Here only one piece of addreſs ſhall be noticed. 
At a meeting in November 1749, the warm promoters of the 
ſcheme, being pleaſed with the faces of the members, inſiſted that 
the Committee ſhould take into conſideration, what might be the 
proper method for obtaining the propoſed augmentation ; and 


give it as their opinion, that immediate application ſhould be 
made to the legiſlature for that effect: but the motion being 


ſtrenuouſly oppoſed, they came to a ſtep lower, and were 
willing to reſt in an overture ſuggeſted. by one of their friends, 
« That the Committee ſhould give it as their opinion, that the 
matters approved of by them, cannot be made effectual 
«© without the aid of an act of parliament ; and ſubmit it to the 
e wiſdom of the next Aſſembly, if it may not be proper to 
« apply to parliament for that purpoſe the next ſeſſion thereof 
at ſhall be held after the ſaid Aſſembly ſhall meet.“ 


A 


BuT this overture being alſo oppoſed, and ſeveral having 
infiſted for a delay of coming to any reſolution in that matter, 
till the meeting of the Committee in March, that all the mem- 
bers might be fairly appriſed, and when it might be hoped the 

facts 


„ brethren of your Preſbytery, who are ſtill deficient in ſending their returns, to tranſ- 
«« mit them hither without farther delay. And in caſe there be any ſpecial circum- 
* ſtance which hinders Miniſters from preparing, and giving in their reports, your Pre- 


ding the one that had been ſent in May 1 requeſting you will forthwith deſire the 


* ſbytery 1s deſired to ſupply that defect, as in the caſe of vacancies; by ſending them up 


„ yourſelves. The Committee are now employed in making out a plan of the work to be 
" lad before the next General Aſſembly, and will be ſorry if they be obliged to complain 
« to the Aſſembly of the neglect of either Preſbyteries or particular Miniſters, in giving 
« obedience to the expreſs orders of laſt Aſſembly. And it is expected, that upon receipt 


. 1 your Reverend Preſbytery will fall upon proper meaſures to prevent ſuch com- 
« plaints.“ | 


WO 


4 1 : 
facts neceſſary for forming an opinion would be known; after 
long reaſoning, it was agreed to put the queſtion, Proceed, or 


Delay? which carried in favour of proceeding; and the Com- 
mittee reſolved in terms of the above overture, p. 8 


- Tunis was the whole length the projectors could bring the 
matter, when 29 or zo members were preſent, and that too 
on a very narrow diviſion. However, on the gth of May 
1750, the day before the ſitting down of the Aſſembly, when 
none of the Elders were preſent, and only 14 or 15 of 84 
members, of which number the Committee conſiſted, they 
revived the motion of going directly to parliament, and brought 
it to a queſtion; which being carried in the affirmative, the 
Committee determined in face of their former reſolution, ſub- 
mitting the matter entirely to the Aſſembly, to give it as 
their opinion, © That immediate application ſhould be made 
« to the King and parliament for raiſing the minimum or 
<< loweſt proportion of Miniſters ſtipends to ten chalders of 
aq bind and bear, or the value of it in money, and for 
the other purpoſes mentioned in a report which they had 
prepared, and ordered to be laid before the Aſſembly.” 
Four members had voted, and cauſed mark their names as 
againſt this opinion for an immediate application to the le- 
giflature, and one did not vote at all: ſo that this judgment 
of the Committee, on which ſo much ſtreſs has been laid, 
was in reality no more than the ſentiments of 8 or 9 Miniſters, 
who were either the authors of the ſcheme, or had been 
deeply imbarked in it from its firſt appearance in the Church- 


courts. 


Ir may perhaps be ſome excuſe for taking this catch, that 
if theſe Gentlemen had not told the Aſſembly the reaſonable- 

' neſs and propriety of applying directly to parliament, it would 
not have appeared from the report itſelf ;- which was obvi- 
ouſly defective in every particular, and did not fully anſwer 
the directions given by the Aſſembly 1749 in any one inſtance, 
excepting the 5th inſtruction, which warranted the Committee 
to 
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to call for what money they found neceſſary from the Church's 
fund, P. 2.— 4. up 8 | | 1 1 11.0 


' Near 200 Miniſters had given no returns to the letters 
and queries ſent to them. Many of the facts contained in 
ſuch returns as had been made, were far from being ſuffici- 
ently vouched. And the account of pariſhes taken from the 
records of the Commiſhon of teinds, was no more than an 


account of the bare ſtipends in thoſe places: ſo that the 


Committee could not anſwer their firſt inſtruction, of giving 
the Aſſembly a full account of the juſt value of all the ſti- 
pends in Scotland, and of the extent and amount of their 
glebes and graſs, &c. | 


Trey were alſo appointed to inquire into the true extent 
and ſtate of the tithes, and what other funds might be ap- 
plied for augmenting of ſtipends; and Preſbyteries and Mi- 
niſters were ordered to give information to the Committee 
as to theſe and all other particulars which they ſhould find 
neceſſary. But the Committee did not pretend to have re- 
ceived any account of thoſe facts, either from Preſbyteries or 
from Miniſters; they having in their reports, ſome very few 
excepted, been altogether filent on this head. 


AnD as to the calculation for ſhowing the general extent 
of the tithes mentioned in the Committee's report, p. 1 1. and 
founded upon an extract out of the foreſaid records of the 
Commiſſion of teinds, it appeared at firſt fight one continued 
ſeries of blunders. The extract is ſaid to give the real rent 
of 324 pariſhes; the fifth part of this, after deducing the 
Miniſter's ſtipend, is ſuppoſed by the Gentleman who made 
the computation, to be free tithes,, (or he ſuppoſed nothing 
to the (purpoſe), without knowing how theſe tithes were o- 
therwiſe burdened, or any one particular reſpecting the ſtate 
of them; and then, becauſe the free tithes in theſe 324 pa- 
riſhes amounted, according to his . computation, to ſuch a 


ſum, he ſuppoſed that the tithes of other pariſhes would a- 


mount 


1 1 
mount to ſo much more, in proportion to their number, 
without the leaſt regard * their extent and valuation, of all 
which he knew nothing; and, to complete the abſurdity, 
beſides leſſer miſtakes, ; (ch as counting the valued rent in 
ſome pariſhes twice, deducing only. one ſtipend in place 
of two in collegiate charges), he took in to the account the 
whole remaining pariſhes in the church, vig. 620; whereas 


every body knows a great number of them are in Royal bo- 
roughs, Se. in which there are no tithes at all. 


Axp farther, the Aſſembly 1749, ſenfible of the folly and 
danger of attempting any general meaſure for an augmenta- 
tion of ſtipends, even ſuppoſing a ſufficiency of fund, with- 
out the approbation and concurrence of the landed intereſt, 
had given it as another and eſſential inſtruction to their Com- 
mittee, to lay the matter before the Nobility and Gentry of 
the landed intereſt. In conſequence of this inſtruction, the 
Committee, in their before mentioned letter of May 25. 1749, 
deſired. the ſeveral Miniſters of the Church to apply to the 
Noblemen and Gentlemen within their reſpective bounds in the 
moſt proper and reſpectful manner; and at the ſame time ap- 
pointed pe Moderator, apr ſome others of their own number, 
as a ſtanding Committee, to wait on perſons of character and 
influence, 4 0 reſided in Edinburgh, or might be occaſionally 
there. What regard Preſbyteries or Miniſters thought proper 
to ſhow to this neceſſary injunction, is beſt known to them- 
ſelves : but one thing is certain, that their reports don't contain 
a ſingle word in reference to this matter; and it is confidently 
aſſerted, that the Committee were never called to wait oh any 
perſon whatſoever, notwithſtanding the many proper opportu- 
nities which occurred for that purpoſe ; particularly when a 

number of the Nobility were in town, on occaſion of. the 
election of one of the Sixteen Peers for Scatland. | 


Sava; (cher Canitcitire: as a WERE? after full inquiry 
;nto: all the above particulars pen the livings of the clergy, 
and the funds —_ might be applied for augmenting of their 


ſtipends, 


. 


ſtipends, to prepare a plan for the relief of ſuch Miniſters as 


| ſhould appear not ſufficiently provided. And how did they 


execute this inſtruction? In a very extraordinary method 
indeed! By 3 a plan, without inquiring into theſe or 
any one particular which could ſupport their ſcheme. 


THEIR management here almoſt exceeds belief. They ſet 
out indeed in the proper and regular way, by ordering, at their 
meeting after the Aſſembly in May 1749, the letter before men- 
tioned, p. 4. 6. to be writ, deſiring an account of theſe 
facts; the knowledge of which were abſolutely neceſſary pre- 
vious to the forming of any opinion, either as to the reaſonable- 
neſs of an augmentation, or the manner of obtaining it. And 
they did then alſo appoint a Sub- committee, to conſider the re- 
turns that ſhould be made by Preſbyteries, or Miniſters, in order 


to prepare a plan of the whole projected augmentation, and to 


report to the large Committee. But few returns having been 
made before November, the Sub- committee did not enter on 
the conſideration of them; and therefore made no report. 


Tur Committee, at their meeting in November, finding that 
ſo many Miniſters had not tranſmitted an account of their ſti- 
pends, &c. ordered the letter before mentioned to be writ: to 
them; and appointed another Sub- committee, to conſider the 
returns which had been made, together with the laws relating 
to the proviſions of the clergy, Sc. Hot wort a 


IT would naturally have occurred, that this: Sub-committee 
ought to have begun with an inquiry into the accounts which 
Miniſters had tranſmitted as to the ſtate: of their benefices and 
pariſhes, &c. ; this _ evidently the only rational ground- 
work of all. But, whether the Committee, ſenſible that they 


could have formed no juſt opinion. as to the circumſtances of the 
clergy, in regard that the one half had not ſent any account ; 
or, if they apprehended (which was doubtleſs'true) that an in- 
quiry even into ſuch reports as they had received, would have. 
"been the work of weeks, and not of a day; eſpecially 3 

* | * acts 


191 

facts were not then entered into the ſcheme- book. It is cer- 
tain, that, without pretending to have inquired into this matter, 
or to have diſcovered the ſappoſed diſtreſſed circumſtances of 
their brethren in general, they brought in a report to the Com- 
mittee, containing à calculation of what they alledged to be the 
neceſſary and annual expence of a Miniſter's family, &c.; from 
whence the Committee inferred, that ten chalders of oa) 
and bear (a), or the value of it in money, was no mote than 
a moderate proviſion for Miniſters over all Scotland; that there- 
fore this ought to be propoſed as the mmmumn of their ſtipends, 


and that this propofed augmentation ſhould ariſe out of the 
tithes. | 


AT this time, viz. November 1749, and in . manner was 
the preſent plan of augmentaion propoſed and determined, 
p. 6.8. and the Committee adjourned till March. 


BxiNnG then met, the Clerks repreſented, that they had now 
received returns from betwixt 6 and 700 Miniſters, and that the 
facts contained in them were entered into the ſcheme-book. 
The Committee juſtly confidering, that the examining of the ſe- 
veral reports ſent by Minifters, and the comparing them with 
the ſcheme-book, ſo as to form from thence a ſtate of ſtipends 
and other neceſſary facts, would employ a good deal of time, 
and occafion no ſmall trouble, divided that — among three 
Sub- committees, and ordered them to prepare a joint report; 
who found it indeed to be a Work of ſo great time and labour, 
that they were not in readineſs to make any tolerable report, 
notwithſtanding their continual meetings from day to day, till 
the very laſt ſederunt of the Committee, the day before the ſit- 
ting down of the * So that every one thing had been 


(a) Oat- meal and bear or barley are rated at 'theſam __w im ſales, leaſes, ſtipends 
Sec. and ten chalders of them is worth 55 J 118. 1 d. or 661. 13 8. 4 d. or 831. 6s. 8 d. 
and in ſome places worth more, according to the different parts of the country: but it 
is to be obſerved, that the difference of ee is of 1 conſequence; becauſe in 
the moſt northern parts, where the oat-meal and bear are _ Jowe, all the other 
neceſſaries of life being proportionably cheaper, à living of 551. 115. 1 d. in theſe parts, 
IM | * of 931 6s. 8 d. in the more cultivated ſo counties. 

C | reſolved 


8 


( 15 ] 
reſolved and determined by the Committee, even the reſolution 
of giving it as their opinion to the Aſſembly, that immediate 
4 application ſhould be made to the legiſlature, previous to the 
|| report of the Sub- committee; though they pretend, p. 12. to 
| have formed that reſolution upon the things contained in this 


very report (a). 


[ll AND it is alſo of conſequence to obſerve, that, after all, they 
could overtake nothing more, than to make out an abſtract of 
the value of a certain number of ſtipends, - diſtinguiſhing them 
into different claſſes, with ſome few particulars relative to their 
glebes and grais, and ſums allowed for communion-elements ; 
but had no time to make any abſtract as to one main branch of 
the buſineſs which had been committed to them, vi. to point 
out the extent, the number of inhabitants, and the fituation of 
ſuch pariſhes where the benefices of the clergy are of the lower 
kind, fo as to have given the Aſſembly a proper view how far 
annexations would have gone for bettering their circumſtances. 
And as the returns from Miniſters, &c. do. not point: out any 
funds in the reſpective pariſhes, whence the livings of the in- 
cumbents, who are not ſufficiently provided, may be augmented, 
nor mention their having tried and found the remedies which the 
| law already afford ineffectual for their relief, the Committee in 
| their report could give the Aſſembly no information as to theſe 
things; the knowledge of which, every one will ſee, was fa 
eſſential and abſolutely neceſſary for forming an opinion as to 
the matter in queſtion. | | 
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AND thus it appears, that the Committee's: plan of augmen- 
tation was not the reſult of full inquiry into the e Gon 
of the clergy, or the extent and ſtate of the tithes, Cc. agree- 
able to common ſenſe, and their expreſs inſtructions; but 


formed and prepared in November 1749, when the one half of 


(a) If any of the managers of the ſcheme, becauſe. they, and they only, are poſ- 
ſeſſed of the minutes of the Committee, will venture to refuſe, that things were. tranſ- 
acted in this ſtrange prepoſterous method, of firſt forming a plan, and then ſeeking 
out reaſons for its ſupport ; the fact is here averred; and they are challenged to con- 
tradict it, by printing the minutes, which will make but a very ſhort paper. 


the 


n 


the Miniſters had tranſmitted no account of their ſtipends, &c. 
when the accounts that were tranſmitted had not been in- 
quired into, and when they did not ſo much as pretend to have 
any knowledge, not to ſay of the ſtate of the tithes in particular 
pariſhes where augmentations might be wanted, but even as 
to the extent of the tithes in general, (for the erroneous cal- 
culation before mentioned was not prepared till half an year 
thereafter), or indeed of any one proper fact not known to the 
Aſſembly 1749, who found themſelves in no capacity to form a 
diſtin judgment for want of the proper data. A plan founded 
entirely on a whimſical computation, as to the ſuppoſed expence - 
of a Miniſter's family, which they could by no means call a 
new diſcovery, as the ſame calculation, not only in ſubſtance, and 
in the general amount, but almoſt in every particular, had been 
publiſhed in 1748, and diſregarded by the Aſſembly 1749. 
(Compare p. 7. with 97.) 


So that, on the whole, the Aſſembly 1750 was as much in 
the dark as former Aſſemblies with reſpect to a proper plan for 
augmentation, or the funds out of which it might ariſe, and as 
to every other fact that could juſtify an application to the legiſ- 
lature. And, on the contrary, ſo far as information had been 
received concerning the revenues of the clergy, that informa- 
tion ſtruck at the very root of the whole ſcheme. For, 
taking the clergy's own account of the matter, it appeared, 
that the benefices in the higher claſſes were much more nume- 
rous, and thoſe in the lower far fewer, and the proviſion of 
the whole conſiderably greater, than had been given out (a); 
and of conſequence; that the clamour which had been raiſed as 
to their general-diſtreſs, was mere pretence. 


Ax therefore the late General Aſſembly 1750, might, with 
great juſtice, have diſmiſſed the whole affair; at leaſt the moſt 


a) It appears, from the Committee's report, p. 11. relative to 833 benefices, that, after 
deducing what is allowed for communion-elements, the whole amount to 50,2661. 15 8. 
512 d. conſequently they are, at a medium, 601. 65. io d. beſides glebes, c.: whereas 
the livings in Scotland were given out by the augmentation-clergy to be no higher, at an 
average, than 521. or 53 J. P. 95. 125. 


2 ſanguine 


3 


ſanguine patron for augmentations could not reaſonably have 
wiſhed for more, than to have the conſideration of it remitted 
to another Committee, to go on with the inquiry, and ſupply the 
many eſſential defects of the report now under conſideration. 


Bur the party were become more violent and headſtrong than 
ever. The diſappointment they had met with from two for- 
mer Aſſemblies, 15 averſion or backwardneſs of their brethren 
to tranſmit an account of their benefices, Cc. and their almoſt 
total ſilence as to the funds from which any augmentation could 
ariſe, with other things too tedious to mention, gave no ſmall 
alarm, and made them reſolve, as the laſt effort, to go all lengths 
for ſecuring members againſt the enſuing Aſſembly. 


ONE brother was flattered, and another threatened ; a third 
ridiculed as a man of low education, unacquainted with the 
world and good living; and a fourth reproached, as having no 
bowels, no feeling, devoid of every ſocial affection. Unani- 
mity was preached to all, Shall we knock our heads one a- 
gainſt another ? Shall we be torn, rent, and broken into pieces 
by wedges of our own wood, and thus become the ſcorn and 
deriſion of unprejudiced byſtanders ? p. 143. 176. This 
and the other great, but nameleſs good man was to head the 
meaſure, when it had received the ſanction of the Aſſembly, 
B. 18 5. and letters were in town favourable to the deſign, from 
perſons in England of very high character and known influence. 
The clergy were the friends of religion and liberty. The 
Gentlemen of the landed intereft, ſome excepted, either men 
of no religion, or diſaffected to his Majeſty's perſon and govern- 
ment; and in ſuch a competition, it was eaſy to judge who might 
expect. the greateſt favour, p. 107. 129. The whole was 
ſummed up in a pathetick exhortation from the preſs, p. 188. 
« Attend to the juſtice of your cauſe, attend to the importance 
« of your character, and remember you are Miniſters of the 
« church of Scotland; a church known and eſteemed for her 


0 unity in her greateſt trials. Let not the oppoſition which is 


« made to your righteous demands diſcourage or divide, but let 
« it unite and animate you more and more.“ | 


THESE 


(+ 2 ]- 

Tursg ſtrange devices did not want their effect. Some 
well meaning perſons were miſled; many overawed and borne 
down ; and others, apprehending that nothing could allay the 
flame which was now ſpread through the whole country, or 
quiet the reſtleſs ſpirit of the augmentation-party, but the deci- 
ſion of a Britiſh parliament, - {and if fo, the ſooner the better), 
gave way in ſeveral places to an election of members of very dif- 

ent ſentiments from their own, and to Synodical inſtruQions, 
Sc. for an application to the legiſlature ; to which not a ſew 
might be induced, from a deſire of remaining ſpectators of the 


, 


ſtorm, without being engaged in it. 


Bor though the conductors of the ſcheme had thus, vizs & 
modis, got a majority in the Aſſembly 17 50, there were many 
even of the clergy in that very Aſſembly on the ſide of the op- 
poſition. So that, upon reading the before mentioned report 
of the Commitee of the Aſſembly 1549, a long debate enſued: 
In the courſe of which debate, ſeveral things were warmly diſ- 
puted to the very laſt, by many of the Miniſters as well as Elders; - 
till an Honourable member, to calm, if poſſible, the growing 
ſtorm moved, That, waving particulars, the Aſſembly ſhould. 
* agree in a general reſolution of applying to parliament, repre- 
« fenting the diſtreſſed circumſtances of many Miniſters of this 
« Church, by reaſon of the ſmalneſs of their ſtipends; and 
* praying for ſuch relief as they in their wiſdom ſhould think 
« meet; and appoint a Commitee to prepare a plan of the 
e method in which this affair was to be conducted; or; in o- 
ther words, to conſider what inſtructions ſhould be given to 
their commiſſioners, in caſè the legiſlature ſhould grant leave 
to bring in a bill: Which motion was agreed to without a 
diviſion, and a Commitee appointed to prepare inſtructions, and 
report, p. 13. S le 305 1 585 


Tnar the ſmall ſtipends mentioned in the Aﬀembly's reſo- 
lution were to be underſtood, chiefly, if not altogether, of thoſe 
that are under the loweſt proportion or preſent minimum of 44 1. 8 s. 


10 d. Sterling was evident, not only from the very nature 4 the 
5 thing, 
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thing, but from the ſtring that was continually harped upon, 
of ſtipends under 401. 35 l. nay 251. ; and it was equally evident, 
from what numbers alledged within and without doors, that the 
diſtreſs of ſuch Miniſters, by reaſon of the ſmalneſs of their 
benefices, was thought to * from the expence attending pro- 
ceſſes of augmentation, or the want of a ſufficiency of fund in 
their reſpective pariſhes; therefore the Committee repreſented 


what might be done for remedying theſe and ſome other alledged 


hardſhips. 


AGAIN, as the Aſſembly had limited their reſolution of ap- 
plying to parliament, to the relief of ſuch Miniſters as had 
low ſtipends, and as the lowneſs of any ſtipend whatſoever, 
could in no caſe be ſuppoſed to flow from the preſent law reſpect- 
ing the minimum, the Committee gave it as their opinion, 
agreeable to the import of the Aſſembly's reſolution, That it 
ſhould be expreſsly ſtipulated, to prevent miſtakes, that, in the 
application to parliament, there ſhould be no propoſals made as 


to any alteration of the law reſpecting the inimum. 


This wiſe and reaſonable precaution obliged the managers 
to diſcover what they now wiſhed: above all things to have 
concealed, till the matter had come before the parliament, 
dz. that the increaſing the minimum was their chief, nay, 
their only aim; and, being once off their guard, they un- 
warily afforded a proof out of their own,mouths, that the 
ſuppoſed diſtreſs of ſuch of the clergy, whoſe ſtipends are 
under the preſent minimum, and their ſeeming concern on 
that account, was at beſt but feigned, a mere ſtepping ſtone 
to higher views. For they were pleaſed to aſſert in fo 
many words, that all the other particulars agreed to by the 
Committee, which every one muſt allow were eſſential ad- 
vantages, and a proper remedy if the diſeaſe had been real, 
were only nut-ſhells and ſyllabubs, and that the Aſſembly's 
reſolution, to apply to parliament, meant an application for 

raiſing 
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raiſing the minimum, or for nothing at all: They had a 
juſt right to the preſent inimum, and would thank no man 
for giving them their own, p. 62. | 


Uroxn this pretence, a moſt hideous cry was raiſed, as if 
the opinion of the Committee had been contrary to the 
reſolution of the Aſſembly; and the noiſe increafed, till, be- 

5 coming deaf to all argument, a queſtion was put, which 
carried, to impower the Commiſſioners, to be ſent by the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, to apply for increafing the minimum,” p. 13. 16. ; 
but with what reaſon or juſtice, the impartial reader will judge 
from the plain ſtate of the caſe now laid before him. 


IT is an undiſputable fact, that, previous to the before men- | 
tioned motion for petitioning the legiſlature in general terms, 
many members, Miniſters and Elders, inſiſted, that they had 
not ſufficient data to form a diſtin judgment of the matter 
in queſtion ; others that there was no manner of neceflity, 
ariſing from the circumſtances of the clergy, for any ap- 
plication to parliament at all; a third party, that, ſup- 
poſing the . reaſonableneſs of petitioning the legiflature, it | 
would be moſt unſeaſonable and dangerous at this time. 
And it is alſo true, that even thoſe, who were for an im- 
mediate application, were divided in their ſentiments, whe-- 
ther it ſhould be for this or the other particular. 


Now ſcarce any thing could be more ridiculous, than to 
fuppoſe, that a motion made, in ſuch circumſtances, when the-. 
Aſſembly were going to divide on theſe different queſtions, 
to reſt in a general application to the legiſlature, and made 
too by an Honourable member, who had ſhown, with his 
uſual ſtrength of argument, the impropriety of attempting 
any alteration of the minimum, neceſſarily implied an appli- 
cation for raiſing the minimum, or meant nothing at all. 


AnD does not the abſurdity increaſe, when the latter part 
of the motion is duly adverted to, of appointing a Com- 


mittee, 


Ws. hs bat 
mittee, to conſider how the matter ſhould be conducted; 
or what remedy ſhould be propounded, if leave was grant- 


ed to bring in a bill; which plainly demonſtrates, that a re- 
medy was not yet found out or determined ? 


BEsIDEs, Is it not in the nature of every general overture 
propoſed and acquieſced in by contending parties, for peace's 
ſake, that each party is underſtood to have yielded ſome- 
thing? But here the contenders for a general augmentation 
would have it believed that they had yielded nothing, and 
that all the other members of Aſſembly had yielded every 
thing. ' 


Tust were ſtrange fetches indeed; and, if evidently ab- 
ſurd, it follows, that the motion of that Honourable member, 
and conſequent reſolution of the Aſſembly, could not be 
ſuppoſed to imply an application for an increaſe of the mi- 

nimum, but was plainly exclufive of it; and the Aſſembly's 
new decifion, impowering their Commiſſioners to petition 
the legiſlature for that effect, moſt certainly an after-game, 
in order to recal what the warmeſt friends for. augmenta- 
tions had fallen from, when acquieſcing in the general re- 
| ſolution: ſo that, having broke all faith upon their part, 
every member was, no doubt, at full liberty to retract the 
conceſſions that he had made, and to diſſent from every ſtep 
towards any application to parliament at all. 


A diſſent was accordingly entered, as mentioned in the 
Aſſembly's minutes, p. 13. by the Right Honourable Lord 
Napier, and adhered to: by the Right Honourable the Lord 
Prefident of the Seſſion, the Lord Advocate, the Lord Ju- 
ſtice-Clerk, Lord Shewalton, Sc. for the reaſons inſerted 
P. 14. 21. To theſe no anſwer was heard of, till ſeveral 
months after the riſing of the Aſſembly, about the time that 
the paper contained p. 21. 39. appeared in ama, ſo that, 
whatever precipitancy the managers may be chargeable with 
in puſhing their ſcheme through the Church-courts, it can- 
| | not 
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not be ſaid they have been over haſty in ſhowing reaſons 


for their unprecedented conduct. 


Tur compilers of that paper, ſenſible that if the fact ſhould 
once be admitted, that the above motion was occaſioned by a 
debate as to the various particulars juſt now mentioned, and 
conſequently that the Afſembly's reſolution was plainly a com- 
' promiſe among ſeveral contending parties, and ſo could not poſ- 
ſibly be underſtood as reſpecting any alteration of the Mini- 
mum; have found it abſolutely neceſſary, in their anſwer to 
the preamble of the diſſent, to repreſent, © 'That the Wnorlx 
«© OF THE DEBATE turned upon the reaſonableneſs and ex- 
e pediency of applying to parliament, for raiſing the minimum 
« to 10 chalders of victual, or the value thereof, p. 21.“ 
And upon this ſuppoſition, which every member of the Aſ- 
ſembly, and every other perſon who heard the debate, muſt 
know to be the reverſe of truth, have not only built a general 
anſwer, as they themſelves admit, p. 23. to the reaſons of diſ- 
ſent, but have uſed abundance of freedom with the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed characters, whoſe honour and veracity are too 
far above all ſuſpicion to be in the leaſt affected by ſuch 
low artifices. | 


From the whole procedure in this affair, one obvious re- 
flexion will occur, That the diſſenters had the higheſt rea- 
ſon to ſay, this project is contrary to the opinion and incli- 
nation of many of the wiſeſt and moſt prudent of the cler- 

themſelves; and that the Committee of the county of 
Mid-Lothian had even good ground to think, the greater num- 
ber diſapprove of the ſcheme. 


Wuar has been already mentioned concerning the delay 
of almoſt all the clergy for ſo long a time, and the abſo- 
lute refuſal of ſo many to this day, to ſend an account of 
their ſtipends, &c. notwithſtanding of the expreſs orders of 
the Aſſembly 1749, inforced by the repeated intreaties and 
threatenings of the Committee, and the declared ſentiments of 

| D 1 many 
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many members who tranſmitted ſuch accounts, that they did 
ſo only, out of regard, to the authority of the Aſſembly, 


muſt be admitted as an irrefragable proof, how hard it was 


to bring any tolerable number to countenance the meaſure, 
eſpecially when it is conſidered what ſtrange diſputes and di- 
viſions aroſe in the inferior Church-courts, concerning this 
matter. ö 


Ir is ſcarce needful to repeat, that the time and la- 
bour which was employed, and the various ſtratagems that 
were uſed to ſtrengthen the augmentation party, and to miſ- 
lead or overawe their brethren in the oppoſition, will account 
ſufficiently for their having a majority in the Aſſembly 1750, 
without concluding from thence, as the anſwers to the rea- 
ſons of diflent would have it believed, that this was the 
voice of the church of Scotland, or even of a majority of 
her Miniſters, the knowledge of which is never preſumed 
by the General Aſſembly, as to any matter in queſtion, till 
it has been regularly tranſmitted, according to the rules of 
the Church, to the conſideration of the ſeveral Preſbyteries, 
and their opinion had thereupon. 


Axp it deſerves particular notice, that the late ſcheme for 


providing an annuity to Miniſters widows, &c. was tranſmitted. 


once and again, not only to know the opinion of Preſby- 
teries in general, but with this ſpecial inſtruction, That e- 
very particular Miniſter ſhould fignify his own ſentiments, 
where he happened to differ from the majority of his brethren, 
Act. Afſ. 1742. 


AND, after all, when the Aſſembly 1743 judged it reaſon- 
able, to petition the King and parliament, for carrying that 
fcheme into execution, in conſequence of their having found, 
by the reports of Preſbyteries, that it was univerſally accept- 
able; they, inſtead of directly naming Commiſſioners to make 
ſuch application, proceeded with that prudence which became 
ſo venerable a body, and with that regard which is due to the 

Nobility 


% 


Nobility and Gentlemen of Scotland, though demanding nothing | 


out of their pockets; and went no farther, than to impower 
the Commiſſion to cauſe ſuch application to be made in 
name of the Aſſembly, (N. B.) if upon inquiry they ſhould 
find encouragement to hope for ſucceſs. Act. A. May 23. 1743. 


A memorial was immediately prepared by a Committee of 
the .Commiſſion, in virtue of the powers granted to them, 
and ſent to the Nobility, and Judges, the members of par- 
liament, patrons of churches, landholders and other Gentle- 
men of character and influence in Scotland; to many of 
whom, application had alſo been made, previous to the bring- 
ing that matter into the Church-courts: and they having 
ſignified their approbation of the plan, then, and not till 
then, the Commiſſion petitioned the legiſlature, who was 
graciouſly pleaſed to enact accordingly. | 


Ix is farther to be obſerved, that when, in the year 1748, 
it was found neceſſary to make a new application for ſome 
amendments to the act of parliament relative to that ſcheme, 
many of the augmentation-brethren inſiſted to have theſe a- 
mendments tranſmitted to the conſideration of Preſbyteries, 


for a whole year at leaſt, though all the Preſbyteries in Scot- 


land, two excepted, had originally agreed to whatever was 
eſſential in them, and though they were of fuch a nature, 


that the propoſed delay would in a great meaſure have de- 
{troyed their whole effect. l | 


AnD it is a known fact, that, when the "Truſtees of the 


fund did apply, by order of the Aſſembly, for obtaining thoſe 


amendments, they were obliged to prove, by the moſt authen- 
tick documents, that the variations of the law they were 
pleading for, were in fact a part of the ſcheme approved 
of by all the Preſbyteries in Scotland, two excepted, and of 
ſuch a nature as could not admit of any delay, without ma- 
nifeſt prejudice to the fund. AER 
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On theſe and the like accounts, it might have been ex- 


pected even from the augmentation-clergy, notwithſtandin 


of their ſovereign contempt of the Gentlemen of the lande 
intereſt in general, that, as many of theſe Gentlemen are 
Elders of the Church, whoſe character and fignal ſervices 
challenge the higheſt eſteem, regard to them at leaſt would 
have determined the projectors to be equally cautious, when 
about to tax the lay-members, as formerly when about to 
tax the Miniſters; eſpecially in a matter of ſuch delicacy, and 
which was likely to draw alongſt with it ſuch dangerous 
conſequences, 


For this reaſon, as well as the eſtabliſhed rules of the 
Church, the Synod of Dumfries expreſsly inſtructed their mem- 
bers, to the late General Aſſembly, to inſiſt, that whatever plan 
was agreed upon, ſhould be tranſmitted to the conſideration of 
Preſbyteries, previous to any application to the legiſlature ; 
which was alſo ſtrenuouſly urged by the Commiſſioners from 
many other places during the courſe of the debate : but the 
managers were too wiſe to bring this matter to the ordinary 


touchſtone. 


Tux had ſent a copy of the proceedings of the Augmen- 
tation- committee, at their meeting in November 1749, to the 
ſeveral Preſbyteries, which contains the propoſal for raiſing the 
minimum, &c. p. 7. 8. and had been moſt ſolicitous to obtain 


their approbation : but as only 6 of 15 Synods (a) fignified any 


(a) Ayr and Galloway, (who: brought the original ſcheme, of 100 l. per annum to 
each Miniſter, before the Aſſembly 1748), and other 4 Synods, wiz. Aberdeen, Mura 
ray, the Merſe and Orkney. MN. B. The opinion of the Synod of Merſe was 
clogged with a proviſo, that the minimum in their bounds ſhould be 10 chalders of 
oat-meal and bear, or 83 J. 6s, 8 d. Sterling, in the option of the incumbent :- and 
the Synod of Orkney make it a /ine qua non to their. conſent, that each Miniſter, 
throughout their diſtrict, ſhould have at leaſt 661. 13 s. 4 d. Sterling of ſtipend, or 
victual (i. e. grain) to that value. At firſt they had inſiſted for 83 1: 6 s. 8d. Ster- 
ling; becauſe, as their letter expreſsly bears, (in contradiction to what every Scotſman 
knows), that the expence of living, all things conſidered, is as high in Orkney as in 


the South of Scotland; but, in their ſecond letter, they condeſcend to accept of 


661. 13s. 4 d. and the rather (as that letter ſays) becauſe they found the tithes 
will not afford more. 


thing 


1 29 1 


thing to the Aſſembly 1750, which could be conſtructed as fa- 
vourable to the projected plan of augmentation, they were juſtl 
afraid of the conſequence, if the opinion of the whole Church 
ſhould. be collected. Or, if under no ſuch apprehenſion, one 
can't eafily conceive, why they ſhould have been averſe to the 
 Aflembly's tranſmitting that plan, as then adjuſted ; ſeeing the 
ſentiments of their brethren, obtained in the ordinary and regular 
27 would, no doubt, have added conſiderable weight to the 
ſcale: and as that might have been done, without loſing the op- 
portunity of applying to the very next ſeſſion of parliament, if a 
majority was really for that meaſure, by ordering Preſbyteries or 
Miniſters to make their returns to the Commiſſion, on or before 
their meeting in November, or even againſt January, when a 
meeting might have been appointed for that very purpoſe. 


Ax it is almoſt demonſtration, that they apprehended their 
brethren in the oppoſition to be the greater number, when, in- 
ſtead of taking the above equitable and regular courſe, of ſub- 
jecting their ſcheme to the conſideration of Preſbyteries, that 
every member might be fairly appriſed of the time ſet apart for 
judging of that matter, they found it neceſſary to lay hold on 
Synodical opinions or inſtructions: and as even this would not 


do, having obtained only 6 of 15 as before mentioned (5), 


(5) No other Synod but the ſix already mentioned gave any opinion to the Ge- 


neral Aſſembly 1750, excepting Dumfries and Perth; and it is proper to obſerve, 


that the retolution of the Synod of Perth was carried only by a very ſmall ma- 
jority, and is dated at Perth, October 11. 1749, . e. a month before the projected 
plan was formed by the Committee. If the reader ſhould aſk, Why this time and 
place was choſen for determining the queſtion, ſeeing the Synod were to fit again 
at Stirling before the meeting of the Aſſembly, when the facts neceſſary to be known 
would be more fully underſtood? The anſwer is plain, it was certainly the moſt 
per time and place for the augmentation-party to colle& their friends, in regard 
t many members cannot come up to Perth in that advanced ſeaſon of the year; 
and th how well, from the repeated diſappointments they met with, that any at-- 
tempt, to carry a queſtion in favour of an application to the legiſlature, would have. 
been very vain, if the matter had been delayed till a full meeting of the Synod at 
Stirling in the April thereafter. And, as to the Synod of. Dumfries, they, inſtead 
of favouring the deſign, put an abſolute negative on every ſcheme for a general 


augmentation ; and even inſiſted, as has been noticed, that whatever method might. 


be thought proper. for the relief of ſuch as have ſmall ſtipends, ſhould be firſt well 


digeſted by the Aſſembly, and then tranſmitted to the. conſideration. of. the ſeveral. 


Preſbyteries before applying to the legiſlature. 


Were 


* 


i. 
were obliged to fly to a very odd expedient to make a ſeeming 
majority, by computing other two Synods as on the fide of the 
projected plan, under pretence that they had ſignified to the 
Aſſembly 1749 a favourable diſpoſition towards an augmentation 


of ſtipends; though that plan was not concerted or heard of 
till half a year after meeting of the ſaid Aſſembly. 


AnD it may be obſerved in general, that every one, in the 
leaſt acquainted with what paſſes in the eccleſiaſtical courts, 
muſt know, that an attempt to colle& the ſentiments of the 
Church by Synodical opinions or inſtructions, is not only entirely 
new, and unheard of, but the moſt fallacious method imagi- 
nable ; as it can be no evidence at all of the opinion of the ma- 
jority of the members, in regard that ſuch reſolutions may be, 
and in fact are many times agreed to by a very ſmall number, 
met on purpoſe for that effect, when not one fifth, or perhaps 
not one tenth of the whole are preſent, and who had no pre- 
vious notice of what was to be brought on the carpet (a). 


Axp conſequently, ſuppoſing, for argument's fake, that the 
opinion of ſuch Synods, as have given inſtructions to their Com- 
miſſioners to any General Aſſembly in favour of an augmenta- 
tion of ſtipends, might be interpreted as applicable to the preſent 
{cheme ; nothing could be inferred from thence for determining 
the number of Miniſters on that fide of the queſtion. It would 
indeed have proved, that the majority, or even the whole mem- 
bers then preſent, if there was no diviſion, were for ſuch a 
meaſure ; but would have given the Aſſembly no inſight as to 
the main fact, v/z. what proportion that number bears to the 
whole Miniſters in the Church, or even to the Miniſters within 
the bounds of thoſe very Synods. | | 


(a) The Synod of Glaſgow and Ayr conſiſts of 250 members, wiz. 127 Miniſters, 
and 123 Elders; and yet when the projectors boaſt of a throng meeting, p. 93, 
who agreed, April 1748, to lay the original overture, for 1001. to each Miniſter, 
before the Aſſembly, they ſpeak only of about 60 members as preſent, 7. e. not one 
fourth of the whole; and as the Synod then met at Ayr, very probably more than 
2 half 2 theſe 60 were within the bounds of the Preſpytery from whence the ſcheme 
| its rue. | | 
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Ir being then beyond all controverſy, that the Interlo- 
cator or ſentence of a Synod may appear the ſentiments of the 
whole members, an 100 for inſtance, though in fact the opinion 
of no more than 20, or fewer. And it being farther evi - 
dent, that the opinion of the majority of Miniſters cannot be 
known with preciſion, even as to a matter which has been re- 
gularly tranſmitted, and may have the ſanction of the greateſt 
number of Preſbyteries, becauſe of the different number of 
which different Preſbyteries conſiſt, one being equal in many 
caſes to three; and alſo becauſe of the unanimity that may 
happen in one Preſbytery for rejecting the motion, and the 
ſmall majority by which it may be carried in another; not to 
mention that Preſbyteries conſiſt of Elders as well as Miniſters. 


Tux reader will therefore plainly ſee, that the Synodical in- 
ſtructions appealed to by the friends of augmentations, even 
ſuppoſe ſome of them may have taken riſe from the overtures 
of Preſbyteries within their bounds, cannot in the leaſt weaken. 
the force of the various arguments, that have been offered for 
ſhewing, that the preſent ſcheme can by no means claim the pa- 
tronage of the great body of the clergy, eſpecially conſſdering 
by what means ſuch inſtructions were obtained, p. 268, 9. and 
that nothing but a conſciouſneſs of this certain fact could have 
tempted the managers (who in all their writings conſider the 
concurrence of their brethren as of the laſt importance to the- 
iſſue of their cauſe) to oppoſe ſo warmly the only proper 
and known method for aſcertaining their ſentiments, by. re- 
mitting the projected plan of augmentation to r bee 
1 with the ſame ſpecial direction as in the caſe of the wi- 

dows-ſcheme, that their reports ſhould exprefily bear the 

number of Miniſters preſent, and the number on each 
ſide of the queſtion. In ſhort, ſeeing they have found it 
abſolutely neceſſary to put a negative upon the only pro- 
per method of collecting the real ſentiments of the Mini- 
ſters of this Church, they muſt permit us to remark in their 
own words, nnatalis mutandis, (which they are pleaſed to uſe 
p. 183. 137. with. reſpect to the reſolutions of ſome few 


counties); 
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counties) © concerning their doughty Synodical or Preſbyte- 
& rial inſtructions, that it would have been no more than 
« fair and Gentlemany-like for each of theſe meetings to 
« have told the publick the exact number of members, how 
% many of them were preſent, how and by . what method 
« theſe preſent were conveened, was all of their own pro- 
© per motion, or were warm folicitations uſed to bring them 
© together? Were the reſolutions unanimous, and what pro- 
portion did the number who voted for the preſent aug- 
% mentation-ſcheme bear to the whole members of ſuch Sy- 
* nods or Preſbyteries, or to the total number of the Church? 
© There is the more reaſon to aſk theſe queſtions, as inſtances can 
*© be given where a few have conveened and called themſelves 
* the meeting of a Preſbytery or Synod, which is known 
to be very numerous, and have declared themſelves for 
the reſolution of applying to parliament.” And it is ob- 
ſervable, that at the very time of paſſing ſuch reſoluti- 
ons we find aQs forming for the better ſecuring the atten- 
dance of members: a plain indication how few are oftimes 
to be found in a Synodical meeting. | 


Exovon has doubtleſs been ſaid to convince the impartial 
world, that the preſent augmentation-ſcheme is not a mea- 
ſure of the church of Scotland, but of a ſmall party only, 
and conſequently not preſumable to be for her true intereſt, 
but there remains yet one circumſtance too material to be paſſed 
over in filence, and of too publick notoriety to be denied. 


Soon after the breaking up of the laſt General Afﬀembly, 
and that the landed intereſt had begun to take ſerious mea- 
ſures for oppoſing the ſcheme, it was talked in all corners of 
the country, that the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, 
which is next in authority to it among the Church-judicato- 
ries, and conſiſts of the ſame members, being to meet about 
the middle of November, would probably take this affair, 
which had raiſed ſuch a flame in the nation, under their 
conſideration ; and though they had no right to reviſe, much 
| OD ME. 
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ef to alter br the = Aſſembly has. done or order- 
ed; yet, ns they alone can in emergencies relatin 
to the Church, which may = betwixt one General = 
and another, that being: the very deſign and main 

their eſtabliſnment; the publick voice was, 5 21 
that court ſhould think to adviſe the Commiſſioners 
to parliament to pone their till che affair ſhould 
be reconſidered by 2 next General Aſſembly, ſuch 3 
would undoubtedly be held a ſufficient excuſe br their dela 
ing the intended application; and many of the wiſeſt of the 
nnn eee c e _ Pang gs bo the caſe. 


Taz — ol the whe nation. were W upon this Henn 


miſſion-court, and a very full meeting was expected. It 


was even looked for from the known ſagacity of the Com- 
miſſioners, that they would at leaſt have pauſed upon the 


banks of the Rubicon; and that for their- on juſtification, 
they themſelves would have applied to the Commiſſion of the 
General Aſſembly for advice; in an affair now become of ſuch 
extraordinary delicacy and conſequence ;-/or that, for their 
own ſakes, r* would not have ſo favourable an op- 
portunity, of 
of the Church to their petition, if they have ho 

to obtain it, hen the al e of the wen 
now appeared beyond queſtion. ie Pew ; Mts fy Bee” Ge 
„ pr EF 43 * Wh 
Bor as this was not to be hoped or, oi 33 no re- 
raoſlcgunies were r eee to 08 hoſe, d . 
thought fit to baulk the expectations of the pu - 
out for London on the zd of November, juſt 10. days 
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it be farther true, (as is confidently..geported ), = the expe- 
__ of. their, not waiting 
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_ the party to a very ſmall — indeed. 


the ſanction of ſo conſiderable a body : 


ll; the Commiſſion ſhould meet, 
not only -debated, +Dut:engn Fought: to a vote in their own. 


(38-1 


counties) *© concerning their doughty Synodical or Preſbyte- 
c rial inſtructions, that it would have been no more than 
«© fair and Gentlemany-like for each of theſe meetings to 
« have told the publick the exact number of members, how 
% many of them were preſent, how and by what method 
* theſe preſent were conveened, was all of their own pro- 
© per motion, or were warm folicitations uſed to bring them 
e together? Were the reſolutions unanimous, and what pro- 
portion did the number who voted for the preſent aug- 
* mentation-ſcheme bear to the whole members of ſuch Sy- 
c nods or Preſbyteries, or to the total number of the Church? 
© There is the more reaſon to aſk theſe queſtions, as inſtances can 
© be given where a few have conveened and called themſelves 
«© the meeting of a Preſbytery or Synod, which is known 
to be very numerous, and have declared themſelves for 
© the reſolution of applying to parliament.” And it is ob- 
ſervable, that at the very time of paſſing ſuch reſoluti- 
ons we find aQs forming for the better ſecuring the atten- 
dance of members: a plain indication how few are oftimes 
to be found in a Synodical meeting. 


Exovon has doubtleſs been ſaid to convince the impartial 
world, that the preſent augmentation-ſcheme is not a mea- 
ſure of the church of Scotland, but of a ſmall party only, 
and conſequently not preſumable to be for her true intereſt, 
but there remains yet one circumſtance too material to be paſſed 
over in filence, and of too publick notoriety to be denied. 


Soo after the breaking up of the laſt General Aſſembly, 
and that the landed intereſt had begun to take ſerious mea- 
ſures for oppoſing the ſcheme, it was talked in all corners of 
the country, that the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, 
which is next in authority to it among the Church-judicato- 
ries, and conſiſts of the ſame members, being to meet about 
the middle of November, would probably take this affair, 
which had raiſed ſuch a flame in the nation, under their 
conſideration; and though they had no right to reviſe, much 


leſs 
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leſs to alter what the General Aſſembly has done or order- 
ed; yet, as they alone- can judge in all emergencies relating 
to the Church, which may occur betwixt one General Aſſem- 
bly and another, that: being-the very deſign and main purpoſe 
of their eſtabliſhment; the publick voice was, that, if 
that court ſhould think proper to adyiſe the Commiſſioners 
to parliament to poſtpone their application till the affair ſhould 
be reconſidered by the next General Aſſembly, ſuch advice 
would- undoubtedly be held a ſufficient excuſe for their delay- 


ing the intended application; and many of the wiſeſt of the 
Miniſters expreſſed their wiſh, that this might be the caſe. 


Tux eyes of the whole nation were turned upon this Com- 
miſſion- court, and a very full meeting was expected. It 
was even looked for from the known ſagacity of the Com- 
miſſioners, that they would at leaſt have pauſed upon the 
banks of the Rubicon; and that for their own juſtification, 
they themſelves would have applied to the Commiſſion of the 
General Aſſembly for advice, in an affair now become of ſuch 
extraordinary delicacy and conſequence; or that, for their 
own ſakes, they would not have let flip ſo favourable an op- 
portunity, of adding the ſanction of ſo conſiderable a body 


of the Church to their petition, if they could have hoped 


to obtain it, when the general oppoſition of the landholders 
now appeared beyond all queſtion. whe 


Bor as this was not to be hoped for, ſo it ſeems no re- 


monſtrances were to be liſtened to; and theſe Gentlemen 
thought fit to baulk the expectations of the publick, by ſet- 
ting out for London on the zd of November, juſt 10 days 


before the Commiſſion was to meet at Edinburgh. And if 


it be farther true, (as is confidently reported), that the expe- 
diency of their not waiting till the Commiſſion ſhould meet, 


was not only debated, but even brought to a vote in their w] 


Committee of correſpondence, which was compoſed of the 
moſt declared friends of the ſcheme, that would ſeem to re- 
duce the party to a very ſmall number indeed. — 
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AlL the preparatory ſteps to a full and fair hearing be- 
fore the parliament, were, from their own nature, to be ta- 
ken in this country. And the proclamation for the meeti 
of the parliament did not appear for ſome weeks +after they 
were ſet out. Let every unbiaſſed perſon then judge, what 
occaſion there was for ſuch hurry, or what neceflity there 
could be for theſe Gentlemen being above two months in 
London before the meeting of parliament, if it was not to 
avoid that of the Commiſſion. F 


For it will ſurely not be infinuated, they could have any 
deſign or hopes of making early and favourable impreſſions of 
a cauſe, the righteouſneſs of which alone was all along de- 
clared ſufficient to ſupport it, or of gaining ground, before 
any of the Gentlemen intereſted to oppoſe it ſhould come 
up to town. And even allowing that ſuch artifice had 
been thought neceſſary, the waiting till the Commiſſion, made 
the difference but of ten days; and they were ſtill ſure of 
having the ſtart of the landed intereſt by at leaſt two months, 
as it was at that time certainly known the parliament would 


not fit to do buſineſs till after the Chriſtmas holy-days. 


Ir the precipitant flight of the Aſſembly's Commiſſioners 
needs any farther explanation, they were pleaſed to leave 
behind them a very proper key; having, before they ſet out, 
wrote or ordered circular letters to be wrote to very diſtant 
parts of the country, beſeeching the' attendance of all their 
party at the enſuing ' Commiſſion, as they were afraid mea- 
ſures might then be taken to retard or embarraſs the in- 
tended application to parliament. Thus at once diſcovering 
the true defign of their haſty journey, and their juft appre- 
henſion that the cauſe could not now be ſubjecded with any 
meaſure of ſafety to the decifion, not to ſay of the whole 
Church, but even to the members of the late General Aſ- 
ſembly 1750, (for of theſe very members the Commiſſion 
conſiſted), unleſs the whole y of their warmeſt friends 
were collected together, and furniſhed too with a'new argu- 

| | ment, 
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ment, That the Commiſſioners being now at London, the 
* matter was gone too far to be recalled, and the AC- 
<«< ſembly's petition behoved, of neceſſity, to be laid before 
<« the legiſlature, whatever ſhould be the conſequence.” 


Ap, to ſum up all, one of their writers, truſting to the 
ſucceſs of thoſe circular letters, and knowing that the Com- 
miſſioners would ſoon be beyond the reach of the Commiſ- 
ſion- court, publiſhed a threatening in the Evening Courant 
October 23. 1750. That any attempt to embarraſs the 
© Church in their petition, or to leſſen the authority of an 
<« application. from the Aſſembly, ſhould meet with that diſ- 


grace and diſappointment it deſerved; and hoping that 


<« the friends of the augmentation would be active and vi- 
« gilant, and ſpare no trouble in contributing to the ſucceſs 


c of their ſcheme; as they might aſſure themſelves, that, 


< notwithſtanding the oppoſition made to it, there was no 
« ground of being diſcouraged, even with reſpect to the ſuc- 
«ceſs of it, whatever there might be to the contrary.” p. 247. 


Uro the whole, it will ſurely give the Nobility and Gentle- 
men of Scotland the ſincereſt joy, when under the neceſſity 
of oppoſing the projected plan of augmentation, to find that 
they are oppoſing the meaſure of a PARTY, and not of the church 
of Scotland ; which ought to be adverted to the more carefully, 


for the honour of that 1 6 body of men, who, mind- 


ing the flock more than fleeces, are. extremely well fa- 
tisfied - with their / preſent proviſion, or the remedy which 
the law affords; and have alſo been juſtly moved, from a 
ſenſe of the great dangers and inconveniencies that muſt un- 
avoidably attend the obſtinate purſuit of ſuch a project. 


THe promoters of the ſcheme admit, in their anſwers to 
the reaſons of diſſent, that their brethren were againft an 
immediate application 22 but now pretend, that 
this is only a trifling difference; having forgot their old do- 
ctrine, that they who were not with them in that favourite 

5 E 2 point, 
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point, were againſt them in all. And one can't help ob- 
ſerving how that * have uſed their brethren : firſt libel- 
ling and reproaching them, becauſe unwilling to imbark in their 
unjuſtifiable meaſure; and then anxious that they ſhould ſhare 
in all its unhappy conſequences. But in vain they attempt 
to aſperſe others with their own folly and error. The pu- 
blick are too well acquainted with the hiſtory of this affair, not 
to know who, and who only muſt bear the blame. 


HavinG now conſidered the RISE, PROGRESS; NATURE 
and PROMOTERS of the augmentation-ſcheme, it will be eaſy 
to ſhow, as was further propoſed, That the intended applica- 
tion to parliament, for carrying the ſame into execution, is in 
ray light unreaſonable and unjuſt. 


Tur profeſſed deſign of that application reſpeQs t two 0 
points: 1/f, Some amendments to the law as it now ftands; 
for obtaining and inforcing payment of ſtipends, and new- 
modelling of pariſhes by diviſion and annexation ;- and, 2dly, The 
obtaining of a law for raiſing the mmimum, or loweſt proportion 
of Miniſters ſtipends Fon. Sin all Scotland, to ten chalders of 
oat-meal and bear, or the preſent value thereof in money; vig. 
551. 118. 1d. or 661. 13s. 4d. or 831. 68. 8 d. or more, ac- 
cording 'to the different parts of the country in which the 
pariſhes are fituated. | . W 


Ir would be loſin g time to inſiſt in proving, that there 
is no neceſſity for an application to parliament, | with re- 
ſpect to any of the particulars under hes firſt general! head; 
as it has been already ſhown: p. 22. that the point was 


given up in open Aſſembly, 5 the warmeſt friends of the 
augmentation- ſcheme. 


Tun reader may have obſerved, W Pc i 2h) 
that, to cover the real deſign, the pretended diſtreſs of 
many Miniſters ariſing from the expence of proeeſſes for 


augmentations, and the dilatory payments of their brag 
vinge, 


TT» 


hvings,”: was the continual theme; therefore the Aſſembly a- 
without a diviſion, to petition the legiſlature for reme- 
dying theſe alledged hardſhips. But when it was moved, to 
prevent any underhand . that the Aſſembly's reſolution 

ſhould expreſſſy bear, that no propoſals ſhould; be made as to 


any alteration of tbe minimum they thought proper to treat 
the above particulars that had been yielded to them, and the 
Honourable members, the very beſt =o ableſt friends of which 
the church of Scotland can boaſt; who had made ſuch conceſ- 
ſions, in the contemptible manner before mentioned: and thus 
unwarily diſcovered the real truth of the matter, that, notwith- 
ſtanding all their former pretences, the law as it now ſtands 
is attended with no inconveniency in thoſe reſpects. And leaſt 
this ſhould have been forgotten, the Committee of correſpon- 
dence publiſhed a letter in the Evening Courant, p. 62. where: 
they expreſſly affirm, that the motion agreed to by the Aſſem- 
2 2 ying to the legiſlature for remedying the ſuppoſed 

ome Miniſters, muſt either be underſtood to imply 
an CO for-an increaſe of tha: minimum, otherwiſe it meant 
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Tur FIRST. hrs of: the Afembly's at acl 1 
Pp. 15.16. contains four particulars: “/, That in proceſſes 
« for modification, locality; or augmentation of ſtipends, in- 
«© ſtead of the uſual method of ſummoning by a meſſenger, 
« it: might be ſufficient, that a general —— be made AY 
<« the pariſh-clerk from his deſk upon a Lord's reer 
* | 


« diately after divine ſervice. 240 That it ſhall be in 


„the power of the Moderator, with conſent of the Pre- 


cc; jak to purſue. for madification, or. augmenta- 
<, tion; whether there be a Miniſter. ſettled in the pariſh, 
ce or the Ne vacant. 34 „That Miniſter's. ſtipends, if 
te not within the year, ſhall bear. intereſt from the 
«. firſt = after they become due. + :47bly, That 1 
ebe given to the Commiſſion of teinds to ſupp reſs pari 
bp which: they find not proper to be 2 . — 


< annex | them to one or more of the adjacent R 


[39] 
« and that the ſaid Commiſſion have likewiſe ' a power to 


alter the diviſions" of pariſhes, on a view to divide them 
« as they ſee cauſe.” 


As to the h, the white expence of a proceſs for augment- 
ing a church-benefice is ſo very inconfiderable,” that, after 
invention has been racked, the only thing complained” of, at 
leaſt the only expence propoſed to be Wees, is the charge 
of ſummoning the heritors or landholders by a meſſenger; 
which, at an average through Scotland, will not exceed 40 or 
50 ſhillings for each pariſh, or ſome ſuch ſmall ſum; about 60 
pariſhes which are in the iflands excepted. And can this 
with any decency be reckoned a hardſhip, in order to aug- | 
ment their own and the yearly income of their ſucceſſors 
in all time -coming, when all others of his Majeſty's fub- 
jets muſt be at the | ſame expence when proſecuting the 
tame perfons, though for the ſmalleft or moſt trifling debt. 
It is alſo to be obſerved, that the expence of ſuch profecu- 
tions is paid out of the common fund, when the incumbents 
are in narrow or ſtraitened circumſtances. And it may be 
averred with great truth, that the money which will be ex- 
pended in proſecuting the intended application to parliament: by 
no fewer than four Commiſſioners, including the Procurator for 
the Church, would go far, if not altogether defray the expence 
of obtaining a very reaſonable augmentation to ſuch Miniſters as 
are not ſufficiently provided, where there are =y [Dn fund 
for that purpoſe, | | 


As to the ſecond, it is not ſo obvious what the n 
party of the Aſſembly intended, by deſiring Preſpyteries might 
be impowered to purſue for an augmentation, whether there 
be a Miniſter ſettled in the pariſh, or the pariſh be vacant. 
For having ſhown, from a ſeries of conduct in the obſtinate 
purſuit of their deſigns, ſo univerſally diſagreeable, that they 
conſider the oppoſition or diſpleaſure even of the whole landed 
intereſt, as a matter of little or no conſequence at all; they 
cannot pretend, that the granting ſach powers to Preſbyteries is 
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deſigned to ſave particular ns from ee of that 
nature, which might 0s ur er pre on in their 
own name; eſpecially as every one behoved-to look upon it as a 
mere covering. And we are unwilling to line, that 
this intended out of the way m of entations proceeds 
from bars the incumbents. already have, or may hereafter put 
in their own way, of obtaining what they would otherwiſe be 
intitled to by law, and which want to elude by this round 
about method. But if this could be ſuppoſed, it is humbly 
apprehended, that the Church, inſtead of deviſing artifices for 
obtaining additional revenues to perſons of that character, would 
do well to conſider, whether it might not be more for her in- 
tereſt and honour, to deprive them of what they already poſſeſs, 


leſt a little leaven, leaven more of the lump. 


Wrrn reſpect to the third , or pretended loſs which 
the clergy are ſaid to ſuſtain from the unpunctual payment of 
Kipends, it may juſtly be obſerved, that this reflexion on the 
Gentlemen of Scotland cannot be ſuppoſed to go far. And ſure- 
ly there is here no defect in the law. The — in this country 
408 all advantages whatſoever, and even ſome particular privi- 
leges for ſecuring prompt payment, and may, by ſummary di- 
ligence, either recover their reſpective ſtipends ſo ſoon as they 
fall due, or bring them to bear the full legal intereſt; ſo that 
if any of them Aker by lying out of their money, muſt 
not blame the law, but themſelves, in refuſing to take tlie plain 
and caly courſe, which the wiſdom of the legiſlature has pre- 
ſcribed. And it is abundantly evident, that making arrears of 
ſtipends bear intereſt in ſo tacit a way, could ſerve; no other 
purpoſe, but to prevent Miniſters in eaſy exrcumſtances, knowing 
their money ebe en. ay wt 2 from Den 
ing payment, to no prejudice of g or indolent 
— who poſſibly might be very well 3 — the ar- 
rears run on, without ever conſidering Now 9 it would 
e e nn einen en ae t 446] 
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| Laſtly, As to new modelling of pariſhes, by dividing thoſe 
which are larger, and annexing or ſbining two or more of the 
ſmaller ones together, ſt is well known that the Commiſſion of 
tiends have already full powers for that effect, and execute the 
ſame upon every proper application to them. And it is ſome- 
what ſurpriſing, at firſt view, to find any of the clergy petitioning 
for another law to inforce this, when it will not be diſputed, 
that they have hitherto ſet themſelves in oppoſition to all an- 
nexations, even where ſuch pariſhes, though joined together, 
would have been of very ſmall extent, and the number of in- 
habitants, not above a few hundreds. But the myſtery will be 
eaſily unfolded, when we ſhall have occaſion to ſhow what place 
annexations have in the plan of the augmentation-brethren. 


Tur SECOND and main purpoſe of the intended application 
to parliament, reſpects, as has been already obſerved, the ob- 
taining of a law for raiſing the loweſt proportion of Miniſters 
ſtipends throughout all Scotland, from 800 merks, the preſent 
minimum, i. e. 441. 8 8. 103 d. Sterling, to ten chalders of oat- 
meal and bear, or the value thereof in money; and that beſides 
a manſion- houſe, barn, ſtables, garden, glebe and graſs; with 
this additional circumſtance, that in Orkney and Zetland the 
minimum ſhall be a quantity of victual (i. e. grain) equal in value 
to ten chalders in the ſhire of Sutherland, iz. e. 1200 merks, or 
66 1. 13 8. 4 d. Sterling; and that in the Merſe and Tiviotdale 
it ſhall be ten chalders or its value, together with as much mo- 
ney as to make up the ſtipend to 1 50 merks, or 831. 6 s. 8 d. 
Sterling, p. 12. 16. a eee ee e e, ͤ e 


Tun GRAND ARGUMENT of the PARTY; in ſuppo 
extraordinary demand, ariſing from the increaſe of the expence 
of living ſince the 1633, when the minimum was, ſettled by an 
act of Charles I. will doubtleſs be found but a very feeble prop. 


For, firſt, ſuppoſing the benefices of the clergy had been in- 
variably fixed 100 years ago, and payable only in money, they 


could not have reckoned this any greater hardſhip than what the 
| Gentlemen 


rt. of this 


Gentlemen of the army and navy are ſubjected to without com- 
plaint, whoſe pay was ſettled by Oliver Cromwel, is all in money, 
and has not been augmented ſince that time; and who by their 
office and character muſt more ſenſibly feel the growing expence 
of living, and of travelling- charges, as they have in a manner 
no fixed reſidence, but are obliged to move quarters on the 
ſhorteſt warning, and annually to tranſport their families from 
one place to another, or elſe to live ſeparate, which is always a 
great additional expence. And this parallel would even bear 
being run farther, if we were diſpoſed ſo to do. 


Bur, 2dly, A great part of the income of the clergy is paid 
in kind, and conſiſts of corns,. ſuch as oats, wheat, bear or bar- 
ley, &c. eſpecially where the rate of living is moſt increaſed, 
which keep a growing proportion to the expence of living ; 
and, together with the produce of their glebes, &c. which alſo 
increaſe in their value, is ſufficient at leaſt for the conſumption 
of their families. And it is not true, that the extent of their 
ſtipends was fixed upwards of an hundred years ago: on the 
contrary, the law then eſtabliſhing the minimum, having lodged 
a diſcretionary power with the judges, to ſettle ſtipends as 
much higher as the ſtate of the tithes and circumſtances of 
the pariſh might make reaſonable, they in virtue of that power 
have ſince that time augmented almoſt all of them ; nay, ſome 
of them a ſecond and third time; and no fewer than 345, 
or 350 have been augmented, even ſince the Union; ſo 
that there are at preſent only 76 under the general propor- 
tion of 800 merks, or 441. 8s. 104d. Sterling eſtabliſhed by 
Charles I.; 73 equal to it; no leſs than 795 above it; and even 
a great deal more than one half of the whole benefices of our 
clergy exceed what was reckoned a few years before the full 
maximum for any church-living in Scotland, viz. 1000 merks, 
or 551. 118. 14d. Sterling. And with reſpect to ſuch as are 
only equal to, or below 441. 8s. 104d. Sterling, it will be 
found, that this is by no means owing to the lowneſs of 
the minimum, but to cauſes of a very different nature, that 
ſhall be hereafter mentioned. 


13 zah, Tux 
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Za, Tux ſtatute eſtabliſhing the foreſaid minimum in the 1633, 
was not circumſcribed with a maximum, as the act 1617; with 
this plain intention, that the judges being left at liberty to ſettle 
ſtipends higher or lower as circumſtances made proper and rea- 
ſonable, there might be no pretence for any future application 
to the legiſlature; and if application is to be made for an alte- 
ration of ſuch a law, becauſe of the ſuppoſed increaſe of the ex- 
pence of living, the ſame argument may be of equal force for 
another law ſome years hence : and thus we ſhall have as many 
applications by Preſbyterian Miniſters to the legiſlature, as any 
pretence can be formed from the extravagance and luxury of 
the age, till the lands (at leaſt a very competent portion there- 
of) formerly poſſeſſed by the Popiſh clergy, be again devolved 
on the Church, or until Gentlemen give over improving their 
grounds; for though the produce of ſuch improvements ſeldom 
yield the intereſt of the money expended upon them, the aug- 
mentation-clergy think themſelves intitled to draw one fifth of 
the improved rent, free of all coſts. They pretend indeed no 
right to theſe or any other tithes, but only a right to ſuch livings 
out of them as would exhauſt the whole, p. 202. 


AND, /afily, Suppoſe the revenues of the clergy had been 
abſolutely fixed a hundred years ago, and all payable in mo- 
ney, and further, that they had received no augmentation to 
their benefices, or any other advantages fince that time, and 
even ſuppoſing that the law had ſhut the door againſt their 
attaining any additional ſtipend, the contrary to all which is 
evident; yet the argument taken from the greater expence 
of living, for raiſing the preſent to the propoſed minimum, 
would {till be inconcluſive, on two accounts: 


I/, BEC AUS E, however far luxury, extravagance and ſu- 
perfluity may be carried in ſome places in Scotland, it will 
not be found, that the neceſſaries of life, ſuitable to the 
rank and character of a Miniſter of the goſpel, are much 
increaſed ; whereas the propoſed minimum of 10 chalders 
of victual is, in value, where about 300 Maniſters reſide, 

a 


. 


a full third more than the preſent minimum of 44 l. 8 s. 
104 d. Sterling; and where near 400 Miniſters reſide, almoſt 
the double of that ſum; and even one fourth more than the 
minimum in thoſe remote places where the expence of living 
is very little, if at all, increaſed (a). | | 


2dly, ADMITTING, for argument's. ſake, the proporti- 
on to be juſt, and that, as the value of 10 chalders of vi- 
ctual is to 441. 8s. 104d. ſo is the preſent rate of li- 
ving to what it was at the time when the minimum was 
fixed; yet the equity of increaſing it in ſuch proportion de- 
pends on what will by no means be granted, vig. that the 
roviſion then made for the clergy was not too great. It 
is ſuppoſed, even in the act 1633, that this general propor- 
tion might be too high an allowance in ſeveral places; and 
on this account there is an expreſs exception, not to give that 
ſum where there * ſhall be a juſt, reaſonable and expedient 
< cauſe to give leſs.” The words of the exception ſhow, 
that this did not relate merely to the want of a ſufficienc 
of fund, but had alſo reſpect to other circumſtances ; {ach 
as, the ſituation and extent of - pariſhes, &c. 


AGain, if an act of the legiſlature ſettling or regulating 
the proviſion of the clergy, be a ſufficient proof, (and no 
other proof is offered in the preſent caſe), that ſuch provi- 
ſion is not higher than it ought to have been, we have 
then a good evidence of what tis hoped will ſatisfy the aug- 
mentation-brethren, that the clergy have a juſt and equal title 
to one half of the whole property of Scotland ; for that was 


(a) In this computation, the propoſed minimum is reckoned 831. 6s. 84. throughout 
the Merſe and Teviotdale, = 661. 13s. 4d. in Orkney and Zetland, according to 
the plan of the Augmentation-committee, p. 12. And if the managers are not 
now diſpoſed to be 0 good as their word, this will indeed reduce the number of 
their friends within a very narrow compaſs; nor muſt they in that caſe pretend to 
compute thoſe Synods as favouring their deſign, ſeeing their conſent (as the inſtru- 
tions to their Commiſſioners to the Aſſembly expreſsly bear) was obtained, and that 
too with no ſmall difficulty, under the expreſs condition, that any application to par- 
liament ſhould contain ſuch ſpecial clauſes in their favour. r 

F 2 | alſo 


N 
alſo eſtabliſhed by law in former times, when on this ac- 


count they always paid one half of the taxation or land- 
WH | | 


AND it deſerves to be particularly noticed, that 500 
merks, in the 1617, was, by the wiſdom of the legiſlature, 
eſteemed a very competent proviſion for the generality of Mi- 
niſters, and 1000 merks fixed as the maximum, or higheſt 
living. Now ſuch a vaſt increaſe of the general propor- 
tion of ſtipends from 5 to 800 merks in a few years, when,. 
as the anſwers to the reaſons of diſſent admit, b. 28. there: 
could be but little difference as to the expence of living, 
gives the higheſt reaſon to conclude, that the act 1633 was: 
a ſtretch of power in favour of the clergy, and ſubmitted: 
to by the laity, as is well known from the hiftory of theſe 


times, only to prevent a greater evil. 


In ſhort, all arguments drawn from what has been ſta- 
tuted concerning the revenues of the Church in former 
times, are evidently fallacious, and will prove direct contra- 
ries ; the queſtion therefore, concerning the intended applica- 
tion to parliament for raiſing the minimum, muſt be determi-- 
ned, by viewing the preſent circumſtances of the clergy, and 
the law as it now ſtands. 


AND, if the matter is conſidered in this juſt and only pro- 
per light, the unreaſonableneſs of ſuch application will evi- 
dently appear, from the following particulars taken together. 
1//, That the revenues poſſeſſed by the Miniſters of the church 
of Scotland are, in one complex view, a very large and hand- 
ſome proviſion. 2dly, That the generality of their benefi- 
ces, even ſeparately conſidered, are ſufficient to enable them 
not only to live with eaſe and comfort, but to educate their 
children till in good capacity of doing for themſelves. 3dly, 
That in moſt caſes where their ſtipends are not ſufficient for 
all the above purpoſes, it is evidently owing to the too great 

4g | number 
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number of churches; ſo that ſuch livings may and ought to 
be augmented by ſuppreſſing one or more pariſhes. And, 
laſily, that in theſe inſtances where the incumbents have 
not a ſuitable maintenance, and their circumſtances cannot 
be bettered by the law reſpecting annexations, becauſe of the 
extent or ſituation of their pariſhes, one of two things will be 
found, either that the other laws in being are ſufficient for their 
redreſs, or they are in ſuch peculiar circumſtances, that the 
propoſed increaſe of the minimum could give them no relief. 


Ir theſe things are true, there is certainly no neceſſity, and 
there can be no good reaſon for any alteration of the law re- 
ſpecting the minimum; and it is humbly apprehended, that 
the truth of them will not admit of much diſpute.. 


IT appears, from the report of the Committee of Aſſembly 
1749, Pp. 10. That the benefices of 780 Miniſters, taking their 
own account of the matter, and of 53 more taken from the 
records of the Commiſſion of teinds, 7. e. in all 833, amount to 
50, 266 J. 15 8. 542d. even after deducing what is allowed for 
communion- elements; and if to thoſe are added 6,883 l. the 
value of the remaining 111 benefices, of which accounts have 
been received from thoſe who have the ſame acceſs to kxno- 
their extent as the incumbents themſelves, the whole will a- 
mount to about 57, 1 50 l.; and. conſequently each benefice, 
at an average, is no. leſs than 60 J. 10 8. 9 d. 


Ir is alſo to be remembered, that every Miniſter, about 60 
excepted, who reſide in Royal boroughs, is intitled to a man- 
ſion-houſe and garden, to barns and ftables, to four acres of 
arable ground called a glebe, and to as much more as is ſuffi- 
cient for grazing two cows and a horſe; which, taken toge- 
ther, will amount, at the moſt moderate computation, to 10 J. 
or 121. Sterling, over and above their ſtipend, as it is well. 
known, that theſe glebes are generally extraordinary good ads 
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and when it has happened otherwiſe, a larger quantity has al- 
ways been allowed by the heritors (a). 


AnD it may be further obſerved, that beſides their glebes and 
graſs, &c. they are univerſally indulged in graſing their horſes 
and cows in the church-yard ; which is always the beſt and 
oldeſt graſs in the pariſh, and enables them to keep in tillage 
moſt, or all of what is alloted for paſturage. They likewiſe enjoy 
ſeveral other advantages and conveniencies of life ; their glebes 
are generally laboured, and their fuel in moſt places brought 
to their very door by the pariſhioners: ſo that, all things con- 
ſidered, they have extreme good reaſon to be content with ſuch 
things as they have. 


(a) The ſum allocated by law for building a manfion-houſe, with barns and 
fables, to every Pariſh-Miniſter, is 831. 6s. 8d. but, in fact, they never coſt the 
landholders under 100 1. Sterling, and ſeveral of them a great deal more, even the 
double of that ſum, beſides the burden of the whole carriages of ſtone, wood, and 
other materials which the farmers and tenants perform. o that, computing only 
the legal intereſt of the neat fum expended, they are worth at leaſt 51. per annum, 
and 71. 10s. if valued according to the loweſt intereſt allowed for money laid out 
on houſes ; and they are certainly not one farthing leſs valuable to the incumbent, 
ſuppoſing the truth of what is alledged, p. 95. that the vacant ſtipend is ſometimes 
applied for defraying part of the charge in building and upholding them. And 
if no more than 61. is ſtated for the other advantages above mentioned, which 
the clergy enjoy, the computation will be found extremely reaſonable. The de- 
fender of the 100 l. ſcheme tells us, p. 95. that the value of a Miniſter's glebe 
and graſs, tho' all of them had the full allowance which the law provides, could not 
be eſtimated at a medium above 3 l. 13s. 4d. But the Augmentation- committee 
aſſure us, p. 11. that by a computation made from the reports of 712 Miniſters, 
who have either glebes or graſs, they are worth, at a medium, 4 1. 2 5d. Sterling; 
and as 255 of thoſe 712, who have no graſs, have an undoubted title to claim it, 
or where they cannot find ground proper for paſturage, have a right to 11. 13s. 4d. 
Sterling in place of graſs, this will increaſe the medium of their value 42 ſhillings 
more. It is alſo to be noticed, that the ſaid report repreſents ſeveral of their 
glebes as under the legal; and therefore when they think proper to put in their 
claim, this will likewiſe increaſe the medium of the whole. And if it be farther 
conſidered, which will appear in due time, how far the real value of Miniſters 


| glebes, c. exceed the value put upon them in their reports, it is a moſt certain 


truth, that their amount, at an average, cannot be leſs than 61. even excluſive of 
the church- yard. It is not a little ſurpriſing, that when the augmentation-clergy 
would eſtimate the extent of the tiends, they take the fifth of the preſent improved 
rent of their pariſhes; but when valuing their glebes, ſtate them not according to 
their preſent amount, but what they alledge they were -only worth at the commence- 
ment of their incumbency ; ſo that, — 4 this pretence, they have in many in- 


ſtances given them up at one half of what they would let in leaſe for. 
AND 
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. AND the reader will ſee, that the Aſſembly's Committee, 
in their anſwers to the reaſons of diſſent, p. 33. muſt have 
fallen into ſome very groſs blunder, when aſſerting, „ That 
« the ſtipends of our clergy don't amount to 1000 merks, 
*« or 551. 118. 14d. to each Miniſter ;” and that the difſent- 
ers ſay, with great truth, Pp. 18. © That in one complex view the 
« general amount of the ſtipends of the Miniſters in Scotland, 
© free of all taxes, (i. e. land-tax, Miniſters ſtipends, Schoolma- 
« ſters ſalaries, poors rates, rogue-money, highways, Sc.), 
4 or any of theſe deductions that affect a Gentleman's land eſtate, 
ce or the living of an Engliſh clergyman, and even excluſive 
« of very conſiderable ſums ariſing from the value of their man- 
cc ſes, glebes and graſs, exceed a million of merks Scots, or 
« 5 5,5 5 5. I. 118. 14d. Sterling, which they aver to be, at 
« leaſt, equal in proportion to the. proviſion of any other 
« Proteſtant clergy.” ON 


Bur, 2dly, As it thus appears that the revenues poſſeſſed 
by the clergy are, when Shen together, - or at an average, 
a very large and handſome proviſion; it is alſo true, that 
the generality of their benefices, even ſeparately conſidered, 
according to the preſent diviſion of pariſhes, are ſufficient to 
enable them, not only to live with eaſe and comfort, but 
to educate and put their children in a. very good way of doing 
for themſelves. 


For the truth of this, we may appeal to the teſtimony: of 
the clergy themſelves, and the teſtimony of our own ſenſes. This 
was doubtleſs the declared ſentiments, not only of the Ge- 
neral Aſſemblies 1742 and 1743, but of the whole Preſby- 
teries in Scotland, who at that time approved of a ſcheme for a. 
proviſion to their families; which proceeds upon the very ſup- 
poſition, that their reſpective benefices might, beſides the preſent 
maintenance and education of their. children, bear an annual tax ei- 
ther of 21. 12 s. 6d. or 3 1. 188. 9 d. or 5 I. 58. or61. 11. 8. 3 d. 
for which their widows were to have correſponding annuities of 
10 l. 151. 20 l. or 25 J. or their children a ſtock of 1001. 1 nt 
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- 2001. or 2501. Sterling. And it is a circumſtance of conſider- 
able weight, that the expence of living was not only the 


ſame in 1742 as now, but there had juſt b gg the greateſt 


ſcarcity of grain, almoſt to a famine, that has been known 
in Scotland for half a century, and which, by doubling 
the price of vivers, muſt have made the clergy feel, if ever, 
they were in danger of want; and yet the very next yea 


they thought they could bear the propoſed tax. 


Ir has been already obſerved, that as the clergy, in the 
management of that ſcheme, thought it their duty and intereſt 
to carry the laity alongſt with them in their application to par- 
liament, even when demanding nothing but a ſmall tax out 
of vacant benefices, they conſulted with perſons of the great- 
eſt influence and character among the landed intereſt, be- 
fore that affair was brought into the Church-courts; and a 
memorial was afterwards ſent by the Church, to the No- 
bility and Gentry in Scotland, humbly aſking their advice 
and aſſiſtance, in regard, as the memorial expreſſly bears, 
“ That the clergy were not projecting by that ſcheme to ob- 
tain additional revenues, and as the laity would ſee no deſign 
of exacting from others to enrich themſelves, and nothin 
« aſked, but that Miniſters, unable to provide for their fami- 
« lies in a ſeparate way, might have an opportunity of do- 

ing it in this joint method at their own expence.” 


cc 


cc 


£c 


Ap, in the printed reaſons for illuſtrating the overtures 
tranſmitted by the Aſſembly 1742 to the ſeveral Preſbyteries 
of the Church, which propoſed, that the Truſtees of the fund 
ſhould have a power to aſſeſs every Miniſter yearly to the ex- 
tent of at leaſt 41. after anſwering an objection, That this ſum 


might be thought too great a burden on ſome ſmall ſtipends, 
they conclude with theſe words : 


« Txr1s hardſhip ſeems to us rather imaginary than real; we 
“ believe it will be found in general, that more money has been. 


« ſaved upon ſmaller, than greater ſtipends, by reaſon of the 
| _ proportionally 
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* proportionally leſs expence of living where the ſtipends are 


„ ſmall.” 


AND it merits particular notice, that though the act of par- 
liament, turning the widows ſcheme into a law, left it op- 
tional to every Miniſter then intitled to a benefice, either to 
decline contributing to that fund, or to make his election of 
any of the foreſaid annual rates; it is notour, that very few, 
in the ſmaller benefices, refuſed to contribute ; many of them 
made their election of the higheſt rate, vi. 61. 118. 3 d. and 
the whole contributors, who were no fewer than 815, volun- 
tarily ſubjected themſelves, at an average, to a tax, during the 
whole courſe of their lives, of more than 5 l. p:r annum, with 
other payments conſequent thereupon ; and there was not found 
amongſt all the contributors above 30 who had not agreed to 
pay more than the loweſt rate. And though it was alſo 
left optional to all future entrants, to make their election of 
the very loweſt rate; yet it ſeems they continue to ſubject them- 
ſelves to the higher rates : for the new calculations, laid before 
the parliament anno 1748, proceed on the ſuppoſition, that the 
medium of their payments 1s ſtill upwards of 5 1. (a). 


So far then as the ſentiments and conduct of the clergy, 
who were in the Church in the years 1742, 1743, and 1744, 
or who have been admitted fince that time, can go, we have 
an undoubted proof, that their benefices, even after deducing 


(a) If there be any miſtake as to theſe facts, the reader muſt blame the Truſtees 
of the fund ; they being all taken from papers publiſhed by them, and particularly 
from their report to the Aſſembly 1745. And I remember perfectly well, that, 
for ſome time after the commencement of the above mentioned act of parlia- 
ment, the news-papers were daily filled with encomiums on the generoſity of 70 or 
80 of the 100 or 130 who declined the ſcheme: from which one muſt neceſſarily 
conjecture, that their not having ſubjected themſelves to any of the foreſaid annual 
rates, did by no means proceed from an inability to pay the tax; but, on the 
contrary, that, being in affluent circumſtances, and of advanced age, they were 


-unwilling to burden the fund with their families; as their payments for the greateſt 


term of years, they might be ſuppoſed to live, would have borne but a very ſmall 
proportion to the annuity of their widows, or the ſtock that would have become due 


G ſomewhat 


to their children. 
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ſomewhat conſiderable as a fund for their widows and children, 
are ſufficient for their preſent maintenance and ſupport. 


Ap now, when they had got all their demands, and were 
doubtleſs in a better ſituation than their predeceſſors, who had 
not ſuch regular or certain proviſion for their families; it was. 
not a little ſurpriſing, to find a project immediately ſet on foot, 
to oblige thoſe very Gentlemen, by whoſe kind aſſiſtance they 
had gained ſuch advantages, not only to pay that tax, but a 
far greater ſum, under pretence that additional revenues were 
abſolutely neceſſary for the ſupport of their families, and the 
ſucceſsful diſcharge of the duties of their function. 


THEy ought, in common decency, to have allowed half a 
ſcore of years, at leaſt, to paſs, ere they had vented a do- 
ctrine ſo contrary, not only to their own declared ſentiments 


and conduct, but to what every one muſt know and ſee to 
be truth. | 


WovuLD not a Gentleman, with a well powdered toupee, 
in a black filk veſt, black velvet breeches, and black ſuper- 
fine lapell'd coat, make a very ridiculous figure, (and ſuch 
have been ſeen), entertaining a numerous meeting, with an ac- 
count of his indigent and deplorable circumſtances, and mea- 
ſuring the length of his harangue by the help of a gold watch; 
and if it was well known that his Lady, family, and manner 
of life, correſponded exactly to the gay appearance, it is hum- 
bly apprehended, whatever laughter his figure and ſpeech might 
occaſion, he would not ſoon perſuade the company to petition 
the legiſlature in his behalf, as an object of compaſſion ; they 
would very poflibly ſuggeſt a remedy nearer at hand. 


Tur appearance of affluence will not eaſily be admitted as 
a proof * indigence. And is it not equally ridiculous in 
clergymen to argue from calculations and ſuppoſitions, in di- 


rect contradiction to plain facts, which all the world have ac- 
ceſs. to know and ſee. h 


Is 


("1 


In vain do they tell us, p. 6. That it appears, from a calcu- 
lation which they have made, that 1000 I. Scots, or 83 1. 
6s. 8d. Sterling, with the addition of a good manſion-houſe, 
garden, glebe and graſs, &c. well worth 10 or 12 1. Sterling 
more; p. 293, 4. is neceſſary for the maintenance of a Miniſter's 
family in ſuch and ſuch places; when we ſee many Mini- 
ſters reſiding in thoſe very places, and many reſpectable per- 
ſons, equal in rank at leaſt to that of the clergy, maintain- 
ing their families with eaſe and comfort upon a leſs ſum, and 
even faving very conſiderably for their future proviſion, 


Wir what truth or juſtice is it pretended, That the clergy 
cannot afford proper education to their children, when, inſtead 
of putting them out to employments; not below the chara- 
er of a Gentleman, by which they might do very well for 
themſelves againſt the age of 18 or 20 years, and that too 
with very ſmall, or even no ſtock ; they always have, and in 
fact ſtill are training up, not one or two, but perhaps as many 
ſons as they have, to the ſervice of the Church; an educa- 
tion which they every where proclaim to be a work of great 
time, great labour, and great expence, p. 120. 156. and that the 
ſame time and the ſame money, as we ſhall hear immedi- 
ately, applied another way, would qualify them to live very 
handſomely as lawyer, phyſician, or merchant, &c. 


AND is it not certain, that a great many, if not the far 
greater part of the preſent incumbents, who 'tis hoped are not 
inferior to their predeceſſors in any rr are ſons of the 
clergy, and had their education out of the ſtipendiary benefices 
of this Church, when ſeveral of theſe benefices were much 
ſmaller than at preſent. Nor will it be pretended, that the rate 
of living is varied ſince that time; as ſo many of them have been 
ordained or admitted to the paſtoral office within theſe few years. 
And it cannot be denied, that others of our clergy, and even 
ſome who now make ſuch a noiſe and figure in life, were carrie 
through their education on ſmaller fands. 5 
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Wuar is further alledged, © That it is impoſſible for 
them, upon their preſent ſmall income, as they are pleaſed 
« to term it, to maintain that influence and regard which 
ce js due to their function and character, and that the ſmal- 
« neſs of their ſtipend is apt to divide their attention be- 
« twixt the duties of their office, and ſome ſecular project 
« for maintaining themſelves in their ſtation, whereby cheir 
thoughts muſt be diſtracted, their cares divided, and their 
'« ſacred labours become enervated and fruitleſs ;” ſuch are the 
reaſons, and ſuch the very words of the augmentation-brethren, 
p. 80. which ſhould not have proceeded from the mouth or 
pen of a preacher of the goſpel; and is, bleſſed be God, con- 
tradicted beyond all queſtion, by the diligent and uſeful la- 
bours of the great body of the Minifters of the church of 
Scotland, whether poſſeſſed of the greater or ſmaller bene- 
fices, whom every lover of religion has the pleaſure to ob- 
ſerve highly eſteemed for their worth's fake, and faithfully 
diſcharging, without any complaints, the ſeveral duties of 
their ſacred function, with that influence and happy ſucceſs, 
which could flow from no degree of power or riches, and 


which the ſuppoſed ſmalneſs of their livings has by no means 


retarded or leflened. 


AND, conſequently, if any of the clergy, who favour the 


intended application to parliament, find their own miniſtrations 


vain and fruitleſs, or their people wanting in that regard due- 


to their honourable character, they muſt ſeek for ſome other 
reaſon than the lowneſs of the m7 mum, and ſome other way 


to promote their uſefulneſs and reſpect, than an augmentation of 


their ſtipends : and the laity muſt be forgiven to think, from 
what daily experience teaches, that the learning, piety and 


uſefulneſs of a Miniſter of Chriſt, do not riſe in proportion to 


the extent of his income, but, on the contrary, are oftentimes 


marred by ſuch additional wealth.. 


Wur rurx therefore we conſult the teſtimony of the clergy 
themſelves, or the teſtimony of our own ſenſes, the two moſt 
unexceptionable 


* 

unexceptionable witneſſes that can be adduced in the preſent 
caſe, it appears, that they have not only a very handſome 
proviſion in one complex view, but the generality of their be- 
nefices, even ſeparately conſidered, are ſufficient to make them 
live eaſily and comfortably, to educate their children, and to 
provide for their families, after their deceaſe, in a far better and 
more certain way than any of their predeceſſors, who had not 
the benefit of the late act of parliament eſtabliſhing a fund for 
the ſupport of their widows and children. 


Tun advocates for augmentation are ſo much aware of this, 
that you find them frequently ſhifting the queſtion as to the 
ſufficiency of the generality of their livings, to a compariſon 
of what might be gained in the courſe of trade. Hence ſays 
one of them, p. 157, 8. There is ſcarcely any man in Scotland 
« of tolerable genius and activity, who hath ſpent as much 
« time and as much money in his education as. Miniſters 
* have done, who may not gain a great deal more than they, 
« ſupport and provide for his family far better, by following 
« any other buſineſs ; ſuch as that of lawyer, phyſician, ſurgeon, 
« merchant, Sc. &c. Sc.“ What theſe three &c. &c. &c. 
mean, we learn from another of their Council, p. 121. v2. 
« That the ſame time and money applied, not only in the road 
« of any of the other learned profeſſions, or to ſurgery or com- 
« merce, but applied even to MANUFACTURE, HUSBAN DRY, 
or a MECHANICK employment, might enable a man of rea- 
e ſonable parts, induſtry and application, to live more affluently 
« and fave more money, than he can well do upon a ſtipend, 
« as the ſtipends in Scotland generally ſtand at preſent.” 


cc 


Id anſwer to this, it may be obſerved once for all, that 
when the Miniſters of the church. of Scotland ſhall have de- 
clared, contrary to their ſolemn profeſſion at their ordination, 
that they came into the Prieſt's office for a bit of bread, and 
conſider their ſacred function as a profeſſion or trade, to be 
choſen only in proportion. to the gain that may attend it ; or 
when they ſhall have adopted it as one of their canons, That 


henceforth. 


14 1 | 
henceforth the church of Chriſt is to be conſidered as a porch 


to the temple of Mammon ; it will be time enough to ſtate the 
compariſon betwixt the gain of a Miniſter, and that of an ad- 


vocate or ſurgeon, a merchant or tradeſman: And it is moſt. 


certainly believed, that the compariſon would be far from ſerving 
the purpoſe of the augmentation-clergy ; of which every reader 
may fatisfy himſelf, not only by obſerving the great number 
of candidates for every vacant church, but alſo by conſidering, 
if he can recolle& within the circle of his acquaintance or ob- 
ſervation, many advocates or merchants, &c. who, upon wind- 
ing up their accompts, can boaſt of more clear gain than 
the Parſon of the pariſh. And it is a known maxim, con- 
firmed by experience, That a Scots clergyman, generally ſpeak- 
ing, is, in reſpect of free income, the third or fourth perſon 
in his pariſh. . 


Bur, to return, it was obſerved, 34d/y, That as the ge- 
nerality of the benefices of our clergy, even ſeparately con- 
ſidered, are ſufficient for the preſent maintenance and future 
proviſion of their families; ſo, in moſt cafes, where the 
are poſſibly too ſmall for all theſe PORES this is evidently 
owing to the too great number of churches; ſo that ſuch 
livings may and ought to be augmented, by ſuppreſſing one or 


more pariſhes. | 


IT is beyond all queſtion, that the parochial charges in 


many places, where the expence of living is greateſt, might, 
without the ſmalleſt inconvenience, either to Miniſters or 
people, be reduced to one half of the number: and ſeveral in- 
ſtances might be given where 16 or 20 pariſhes are to be found 
within the compaſs of a very few miles, and in ſuch places 
too of the country as have the feweſt inhabitants; many of 
them conſiſting of three, and others not of more than two 
hundred ſouls; nay, 'tis well known, that in ſome counties 
ſcarce any thing is to be ſeen but churches, and houſes for the 
clergy, even where their benefices, and other conveniencies of 


life, | 


1 
life, may, on an average, be juſtly computed at 80 I. Ster- 
ling; ſo that what the diſſenters obſerve, p. 18. is doubt- 
leſs true, that the diſtreſs of ſome particular clergymen is to 
be aſcribed to the © improper and injudicious diviſion of pa- 
<« riſhes; and therefore, if larger pariſhes were divided, and 
« ſmall ones annexed, the end chiefly in view would, in a 


« great meaſure, be obtained, and no additional burden laid 
c on the landed intereſt.” 


THis is fo plain and undeniable, that the Committee of 
Aſſembly, in their anſwers, p. 34. would have us believe, that 
annexations and ſuppreſſion of churches is a part of their 
plan; but what place it bears in their ſcheme, will beſt appear 
from their own words. © We agree, that where the tithes 
« will not afford 10 chalders of victual, or the value, in 
« particular pariſhes, by reaſon of their ſmalneſs, or being 
« wrong divided, that the augmentation cannot. take place in 
« ſuch pariſhes, till ſuch diviſions and annexations ſhall be 
made, p. 30. How much are the landed intereſt indebted to 
them for this conceſſion? They would have a law obliging - 
the heritors of the ſmalleſt pariſhes, either as to extent or 
number, to endow the church with 10 chalders of victual, 
though ſuch a demand ſhould be equal to one fifth even of 
their improved rents; but if even this will not do, as the 
Church muſt have the money, the incumbent will be ſo good 
as. to agree, to take only all that he can get in the pariſh, 
and the full tithes of the neighbouring pariſh or pariſhes. 
alſo. | | 


Ir it was not the intention of the augmentation-brethren 
to bring an unneceſſary burden on the landed intereſt, ſuch. 
annexations ought to have been tried in the firſt. place, and 
might have been made effectual by the common courſe of 
law, as has been already obſerved, without any application to 
parliament : And if they now mean, that the ſmall\livings 
of the clergy ought to be augmented. by annexations,, r 
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a more equal diviſion of pariſhes, where this can be tohive- 
niently done, even though the fifth part of the real rent 
in ſuch pariſhes, ſeparately conſidered, may be equal to or 
above the value of 10 chalders of victual, in this caſe we 
are agreed as to the preſent argument; as they muſt admit, 
that ſo far as ſuch a new modelling of pariſhes can go for 
the relief of thoſe Miniſters who have not a competent pro- 
viſion, there is no neceſſity for any increaſe of the uni- 
mum. 


AND therefore, it only remains to complete the argument, 
to obſerve, /a/ily, That in thoſe inſtances where the incum- 
bents have not a ſuitable maintenance, and their circumſtan- 
ces cannot be bettered by the law reſpecting diviſions and 
annexations, becauſe of the extent or ſituation of their pa- 
riſhes, one of two things is certain, either that the other 
laws in being are ſufficient for their redreſs, or they are in ſuch 
peculiar circumſtances, that an increaſe of the minimum could 
give them no relief. 


Ir the benefices of ſuch clergymen are under the preſent 
minimum, and their diſtreſs ſuppoſed to ariſe from the defi- 
ciency of their ſtipends in this reſpect; it is an abſurdity be- 
yond expreſſion to infer, that the minimum ſhould be increa- 
ſed on their account: for if their want of the legal quota 
flows from the neglect of making proper application to the 
Lords Commiſſioners, or from their being already poſſeſſed of 
the full tithes, or from reaſons leſs honourable for themſelves, 
p. 287. or from whatſoever cauſe, theſe cauſes will militate much 
more ſtrongly againſt their attaining to the propoſed minimum. 


Bor if the argument is carried further, being built upon a ſup- 
poſition, that in many places the preſent minimum of 441. 8 s. 102d. 
or 551. 118. 14d. Sterling, if you include the incumbent's 
manſion-houſe, glebe and graſs, &c. cannot be reckoned ſuf- 
ficient for the maintenance of a Miniſter and his family; . it 
may be replied, 1//, That of 944 benefices, i. e. the whole 

benefices 
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-benefices of the Church, 795 are above that ſum, 24h, 
That it will hold almoſt univerſally, that where the ſtipends 
are only equal to the preſent minimum, the tithes are either 
altogether exhauſted, or, conſidering the cheapneſs of the con- 
veniences of life, and all other circumſtances, ſuch ſtipends 
will be found a very reaſonable proviſion, high in propor- 
tion to the rent of the pariſh; and even equal to 70 l. or 
801. in other places. And, /aftly, That if there are any ex- 
ceptions from this general rule, a court is always open for their 
redreſs, where the clergy have ever met with the greateſt favour 
and indulgence ; ſo that, if any of them are not ſufficiently pro- 
vided, where there are proper funds for that purpoſe, they-muſt 
not quarrel with the law, but blame themſelves, for not applying 
to the proper judges. | 


And as it was aſſerted in open Aſſembly, and in the reaſons 
of diſſent, and not denied in the anſwers, that no inſtance can be 
given where the judges did not raiſe the ſtipend as much 
higher than the project legal minimum as the ſtate of the tithes 
and condition of the pariſh made reaſonable, there does not re- 
main a ſhadow of argument for any alteration in the law, 


In ſhort, if it be admitted, and the notoriety of the fact 
puts it beyond queſtion, that the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
teinds, have power, and do grant, upon every proper action 
brought before them, ſuch an augmentation of ſtipend, as 
reaſon and juſtice require; it follows, that if by the intended 
application to parliament for raiſing the minimum, no more is 
meant, than to obtain a reaſonable addition to the benefices of 
ſuch Miniſters as are not ſufficienlty provided, that the application 
is unneceſſary; and if more is intended, that the 50 is 
unreaſonable and unjuſt. 


Tux promoters of the ſcheme, to avoid this plain and ne- 
ceſſary conſequence, and colour over their real deſign, talk 
| H | much, 
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much, in their anſwers to the reaſons of diflent, of the h 
pineſs of the clergy in having ſuch judges to determine be- 
twixt them and the landed intereſt; and, inſtead of reflect- 
ing on the deciſions of that honourable court, are pleaſed to 
argue, p. 24, 29. © That their having very frequently exceeded 
the preſent minimum, is rather an argument that the mini- 
« mum 1s too ſmall,” (ſtill miſtaking, it ſeems, the minimum 
for a maximum); and would have it believed, that the whole 
debate is no more than this, Whether the minimum ſhould 


be fixed by ſtatute, or be dependent upon deciſions which 
e may vary? p. 29. „ 


Bur the Gentlemen of the landed intereſt are not to be 
ſo eaſily impoſed on. The judges have indeed raiſed many 
ſtipends, in virtue of their diſcretionary power, to the value 
of 10 chalders of victual, and even above it: but the pro- 
jected plan of augmentation requires, that this ſhould be an 
univerſal rule, and the loweſt proportion, not only of ſome or 
many ſtipends, but of every church-living throughout all Scot- 
land. It is likewiſe true, that the Lords Commiſſioners have 
always given a ſum equal to the propoſed minimum, where it 
could be found reaſonable and faſt, after conſidering the ſtate 
of the tithes, the ſituation, extent, number of inhabitants, and. 
all other circumſtances of the pariſh : but what is now de- 
manded? Why, that this ſum. ſhould be granted in every 
| caſe, where-ever the fifth part of the real, and even improved. 

rent of a pariſh can be found to amount to ſo much, without 
conſidering any other circumſtance whatever, the ſtate of - the 
tithes not excepted; as appears from the whole chain of their 
reaſoning, and particularly from theſe things taken together : 


3/7, „ Tux find, that 10 chalders of oat-meal and bear, 
or the value of it in money, is reaſonable to be propoſed 
as the minimum of Miniſters ſtipends all over Scotland, as 
being no more but a moderate proviſion, p. 8. 9. 24h, 
That the propoſed augmentation ſhould ariſe out of the 
« tithes, the law having conſidered theſe as the proper fund 


“ for 


cc 
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« for augmentations, p. 8. 9.  3d/y, That by the tithes, is 
« to be underſtood, the fifth part of the real rent of the 
, pariſh as it now ſtands, p. 32. And, /oftly, that no man, 
« whether titular, patron; or heritor, has a right to them, 
« but with the burden of competent proviſions for the Mi- 
ce niſters of the Church; and that whoever purchaſes them, 


* muſt do it under this burden, or rely upon the warrandice 
« of the ſeller,” p. 35. [2 


'  $o that, on the whole, one cannot eafily conceive a more 
unjuſtifiable attempt, to wreſt from the Gentlemen of the 
landed intereſt no ſmall part of their property, acquired and 

ſſeſſed upon the authority and ſanction of the laws of the 
land the beſt tenure of property; upon the faith of . pur- 
chaſe ; and upon the faith of above a century's preſcription 
of uninterrupted poſſeſſion. 2 Lats bs 


Non is it eaſy to figure a more inexcuſable deſign of im- 
Ju a very . burden upon the landholders in Scot- 
and, without neceſſity, and without any reaſon ; as has been 
already ſhown. 


Tux diſſenters ſay, that it may amount to an -alarming 
ſum indeed, about 20,000 I. Sterling, or half a million capi- 
tal, computing intereſt at 4 per cent. The printed introdu- 
ction prefixed to the anſwers, would have us believe, that 
« the execution of their ſcheme will require but a ſmall 
« ſum,” p. 202. And the anſwers themſelves, p. 31. pre- 
tend, that it is ſuch a trifle, * that- if a calculation is execu- 
ted upon right principles, they hope to convince | every 
“ impartial man, that the whole of this queſtion is of very 
„ little importance to the. landed intereſt.” _ \ 


| BuT as they have kept this ſecret within their own breaſts, 
1 how much they are really aſking, which yet was of more 
importance than all they have ſaid, they muſt excuſe + thoſe 
Gentlemen for not reſting entirely on their bare aſſertion; 
8 | H 2 eſpecially 
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eſpecially after what they have ſeen of their former calcula- 
tions; and when it is n plain, from the ſmall hints 
given us, that they have not been more accurate in the pre- 
ſent caſe. 


Turv would have the heritors in their reſpefive 1 
to give themſelves no uneaſineſs, by conſidering what the 
diſſenters had in their eye, viz. the ſum wanted to raiſe the 
ſtipends that are under the propoſed minimum to that mini- 
mum; becauſe, though this is the real ſum, whatever it may 
amount to, which they would have to pay, if the ſcheme 
ſhould ſucceed; yet ſo far as any of thoſe ſtipends are un- 
der the preſent minimum, this, ſay the anſwerers, © muſt not 
come into the computation, as the difference between their 
ce preſent ſtipends and the preſent minimum, is a burden al- 
« ready impoſed by law; whence they infer, that the true 
principles on which a calculation ſhould be founded for 
«« judging of their demand, is preciſely upon the difference 
«© between the ; gps minimum, and the minimum humbly 


« to be propoſed to parliament.” p. 31. 


IT will naturally occur, that this is but cold comfort to tell 
the proprietors of land, That you are in all time coming to pay 
annually ſo much more than at preſent; but this is of very 
little importance to you ; for we have already a legal- title to 
a certain portion of that ſum. 


 AnD it merits more particular attention, that, admitting what 
they alledge, That the difference betwixt the preſent and 
e propoſed minimum is the juſt rule by which their demand 
« ought to be eſtimated ;” they have ſaid enough to- let us 
know, that, in applying this rule, one very falſe ſtep has 
been taken. 
Fux preſent minimum is 8 chalders of victual, or 800 he 

1. e. 441. 8 s. 104d. or a leſſer quantity or ſum, where the 
judges ſhall ſee a juſt: and reaſonable cauſe. for giving. — Y 
and, 
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and, agreeable: to this, the anſwerers tell us, that one thing ſeems 
to be clear, That though. the Lords Commiſſioners ſhould 
% modify no more than 8 chalders, or 441. 8s. 104 d. Ster- 
« ling, to any Miniſter, even where the teinds could afford 
« much better ſtipend ; yet their judgment would be held 
« legal,” p. 24.: which is confirmed by the Reverend Mr. 
teils s obſervation, p. 171. That, as the law now ſtands, the 
« Lords De- may find, that 441. 8 s. 10% d. makes 
« a legal modified ſtipend, even in parts of this nation where 
«© 8 chalders of victual are 1 at 661. 13s. 4 d. Ster- 
1 ling. | 


Anp thereſane, in ning Aan demand above the pre- 
ſent legal proviſion, the difference muſt be taken betwixt 
44 l. 88. 10 d. and the propoſed: minimum of 10 chalders of 
victual, or its preſent value: whereas the Committee of Afſ- 
ſembly, as _— lainly from their foreſaid anſwers, 5 eker 
compute only * betwixt the preſent value o 
and 10 3 — ſo make their demand no more than one 
fourth above the preſent legal, p. 34.; and, conſequently, in thoſe 
places where a Miniſter is poſſeſſed of 441. 8s. 105 d. and 
10 chalders of victual, is in preſent value 85 3 \ 6s. 8 d. — >. 
They pretend to be aſking. only 161. 13s. 4 d. becauſe the 
preſent value of 8 chalders is 66 1. 13s. 4. Fi when in fact 
they are aſking even above the preſent minimum, no leſs than 
381. 178. 9+ Sterling. This one error will, on the whole, 
make the ſum neceſſary for carrying their ſcheme into exe- 
cution, ſeem at leaſt a full third below its real amount; and 
how many more errors their calculation may be chargeable with, | 
or how far they may affect the general — 0 bo- 
dy can ſay, till . think fit to lay the ſame before the. 
publick. | ws | 


ME An-time it appears, that when the angmentetion-porty 
would repreſent the alledged diſtreſſed circumſtances. of ſome 
Miniſters becauſe of the lowneſs of the minimum, they rea- 
uy, agree with us, that it is no more than 8 chalders 4 
victual,, 


victual, or 441.-8s. 104 d. But when they would ſhew'what - 
they aim at by raiſing the fame minimum; it is no lon 

441. 8s. 104d. but 8 chalders of victual, or its preſent va- 
lue; and, to uſe their own words in another caſe, * It is ſcarce 
« fair reaſoning to fink the mmmum, and then to raiſe it, 
e juſt as it beſt ſuits the argument. 


Bur farther, tho' they are keeping this ſmall inconfiderable 
ſum in petto, they will perhaps permit us to aſk, what ideas the 
have affixed to theſe words, ral and inconfiderable ? Suppoſe 
their demand above the preſent legal quota ſhould amount to four 
or three hundred thouſand pounds capital, or, which is worſe, 
to a perpetual tax of ſixteen thouſand or twelve thouſand 
pounds Sterling per annum, would they call this a ſmall ſum 
of very little importance to the landed intereſt ? on the con- 
trary, would it not be a burden which many of them are 
far from being able to bear, eſpecially as it is not intended to 
fall proportionally, nor can it do ſo from its own nature; for, ac- 
cording to the projected plan, a pariſh where the full fifth of its 
real produce and income is no more than equal to the pro 
ſed minimum, muſt, notwithſtanding, be burdened to that ex- 
tent, as well as a pariſh where the produce is three times 
greater. 8 91 e ee 

AnD, on the whole, the projectors are defired to ſolve this 
problem, and to tell us, „If it be impoſſible, as they alledge, 
<« for the generality of the Miniſters of the church of Scotland, 
< upon their preſent ſmall income, to maintain that influence 
« and regard which is due to their function and character; if 
c their attention is thereby apt to be divided betwixt the 
<« duties of their office, and ſome ſecular project, and, of 
© courſe, their ſacred labours become enervated and fruitleſs ; 
« if they cannot maintain their families with any meaſure 
* of decency and comfort, according to their ſtation, and 
«© muſt unavoidably chuſe one of two evils, either to live 
« beyond their incomes, and ſo be ſubjected to all that diſ- 
grace and infamy, which attend debt and bankruptcy, > 

«c elle 
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* « „ elſe to live in ſuch a mean, penarions and ſordid manner, 


“ as muſt harden the hearts of their hearers againſt all their in- 

| «: ſtrutions relating to friendſhip, charity and ſocial life, and 
« render- them contemptible even to the meaneſt of the peo- 
« ple; and if, in conſequence of this, learning and religion, 
« piety and virtue muſt all go to wreck :“ p. 79. 80. 137. 
how comes it about, that a ſmall addition to theſe ſmall ſtipends 
will avert this dreadful and impending ruin; will remedy 
all thoſe evils; and ſufficiently ſecure all the valuable and impor- 
tant intereſts now at ſtake ? 


By what magical 1 will. a ſmall inconſiderable Co: 
raiſe many hundreds of poor afflicted, diſtreſſed clergymen, 
not only above poverty and contempt, but to ſach eaſy and 
comfortable circumſtances, as may afford the agreeable pro- 
ſpe& that Gentlemen, capable of giving their ſons a li- 
e beral education, will educate them for the Miniſtry ;  where-. 
by the Church will be adorned with able Miniſters, and the 


civil conſtitution remarkably ſtrengthened by their influence | 
my and connexions, p. 80. 35. 


To a man of ordinary underſtanding, it would appear, That 
if the diſtreſs and poverty of the generality of 944 Miniſters 
be ſo great as is pretended, that they can neither live with any 
tolerable meafure of decency, nor perform the duties of their 
office with the wiſhed- for ſucceſs, a very conſiderable ſum muſt 
be wanting for their relief; and, conſequently, that the remedy 

opounded, by railing . the minimum from 44 l. 8 8s. 104 Ster- 
ling to ten chalders of victual, or the value thereof, with which 
the landed intereſt- alone are to be burdened, - is to them a 
matter, not of little, but 10 RY great importance... 


Ir is not ealy to conceive how: this concluſion can be a-- 
voided,! but by admitting, either that the alledged diſtreſs 
and poverty of the clergy in general, with all its frightful 
conſequences, is without foundation; or that the propoſed mi- 
nimum is not an adequate — for the grievances which 
they e of. 

| TAE 


ts J 


Tur - projectors hold it as a demonſtrable © trutli, that 
they have not magnified the diſtreſs of the clergy in any 
one circumſtance, nay that a great deal more might be ſaid 
of their miſerahle condition; and therefore, to avoid the ne- 
ceſſary conſequence, that they are demanding a very con- 
ſiderable ſum for their relief, muſt eſpouſe the other branch 
of the alternative, and ſay, that the propoſed minimum is 
only an interim ſettlement for their bare ſubſiſtence, till more 
can. be obtained. N 


AnD the reader may be pleaſed to advert, that the au- 


thors and promoters of the ſcheme have not left this to con- 


jecture, or to be found out by an induction of particulars; 
but have told us ſo much in as many words. It will be 
remembered, that they ſet out with a demand, That no 
<« Miniſter ſhould have under 80 1. or 100 l. per annum, þ. 79. 
s and that they were the more encouraged to expect ſucceſs, 
ke hecauſe that the free tithes in Scotland, f. e. according to 
ce their eſtabliſhed maxim, thoſe unaffected by the preſent 
e ſtipend, would do much more than raiſe the livings in 
* every pariſh to 100 l. a yours, Z b. 81. 


To ſhow the neceſſity &f ſuch an augmentation, it is alled- 
ged, That the maintenance of a family, and the education of 
children in any meaſure of decency, according to their ſtation 
« in the world, is become impoſſible ; for the ſtipend in moſt 
« pariſhes does not exceed 601. or 6 5l. and in many not 
above hel. in ſome not & nor even go k* P. 79. 


Here the! grand bende for! chi abſolitts! neceſſity WAY ge- 
neral augmentation, proceeds upon the ſuppoſition, that in moſt 
pariſhes the ſtipend does not exceed 601. or 65 J. Sterlin 8. 


Now, one of theit moſt admired authors has dalckbidns: 
That the propoſed minimum will, at an average, raiſe! their 
ſtipends no higher than 681. 10s. 3 4. Sterling, and through- 
out one third of all Scotland, only to * 118. 17 4 139. 
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So that; according to his account of the matter, the ropoſed 
augmentation will only place the generality of the Le in 
that fituation which his brother- writer ſuppoſed them to be 
in, when he repreſented their circumſtances as moſt diſmal 
and deplorable; and who informs us, in defence of his 100 l. 
ſcheme, . they were only defiring a ſmall addition for their 
decent and comfortable ſubſiſtence.” p. 107. 


15 Ix is alſo obſervable, that the Reverend Mr. William Steil 
VMliniſter at Sorn, and one of the Commiſſioners to parliament, 
0 in his ſpeech in the Aſſembly 1749, as printed p. 12 5. after 
( ſuppoſing that there are 340 church-livings in Scotland above 
) 70, 80, 90, and roo 1. s, What muſt, be the caſe with the 
1 c remaining 600 Miniſters, whoſe benefices do not exceed ſome 
| « 60, ſome 50, ſome 40, ſome 30 l. Sterling, the pay of a 
« Land-waiter or the loweſt Exciſe-officer? Can theſe, adds 

he, any of theſe (thus plainly including all thoſe under 701. 
| <« at leaſt that do not exceed 601. Sterling, and that too in 
1 <« whatſoever part of the country) be reckoned a ſuitable pro- 
| <«« viſion for -— Miniſters of the goſpel? What a mean and 
| «© comfortleſs life muſt they lead! Surely there is no Miniſter, 
f « no Elder, &c. fo void of e as not to feel the hardſhips, 
5 and commiſerate the wants of ſugh indigent. brethren.” _ 


| FrodÞ all which, and many like things which were faid, 
end are now . publiſhed, it ſeems clear as ſunſhine, that the 
- propoſed minimum, however high in itſelf, is conſidered by the 
promoters of the ſcheme as a very ſmall matter, that will not 
go far towards the redreſs of their grievances, and at beſt only 
T an expedient for paving the way to their original and main 
Ss deſign, of raiſing every Miniſter's ſtipend, throughout all Scot- 
land, to one round ſum of 100 l. Sterling per annum, and that 
beſides a manſion-houſe and glebe, and the other advantages and 
conveniencies of life before mentioned, P. 79, 254, 293, 4. 


— 


Ap it is certain, that if the allegations contained in the 
celebrated writings and N of the augmentation- party, 


are 
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Tur projectors | "Hold it as à demonſtrable © truth, pro 
thay have not magnified the diſtreſs of the clergy in 
one circumſtance, nay that a great deal more might be fait 
of their miſerable condition; and therefore, to avoid the ne- 
ceſſary conſequence, that they are demanding ' a very con- 
ſiderable ſum for their relief, muſt eſpouſe the other branch 
of the alternative, and ſay, that the propoſed minimum is 
only an interim ſettlement for their bare ſubſiſtence, till more 
can. be obtained. 


Axp the reader may be pleaſed to advert, that the au- 
thors and promoters of the ſcheme have not left this to con- 
jecture, or to be found out by an induction of particulars, 
but have told us ſo much in as many words. It will be 
remembered, that they ſet out with a demand, „That no 
<« Miniſter ſhould have under 80 l. or 100 J. per annum, þ. 79. 

and that they were the more encouraged to expect ſucceſs, 
e hecauſe that the free tithes in Scotland, 7. e. according to 
« their eſtabliſhed maxim, thoſe unaffected by the preſent 
<« ſtipend, would do much more than raiſe the livings in 
every pariſh to 100 l. a your: 7 b. 3 — 


* 


To ſhow the neceſſity of fach an augmentation, it is alled- 
ged, „That the maintenance of a family, and the education of 
« children in any meaſure of decency, according to their ſtation 
in the world, is become impoſſible; for the ſtipend in moſt 
c pariſhes does not exceed 60 l. or 6 51. and in many not 
above SH in ſome not N nor even gol” 5 Li 


Hexz the grand peliſors for che: abſolute neceffity of a ge- 
neral augmentation, proceeds upon the ſuppoſition, that in moſt 
pariſhes the ſtipend does not exceed 601. or 6 51. Sterling. 


Now, one of their moſt admired! tthors' has calculated, 
That the propoſed minimum will, at an average, raiſe their 
ſtipends no higher than 681. 10 8. 3 d. Sterling, and through 
out one third of all Scotland, only to 1 T1 8. 1% P. 139. 
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80 that according to his account of the matter, the poke 
augmentation will only place the generality of the dey 

that fituation which his brother-writer ſuppoſed them E. be 
in, when he repreſented their circumſtances as moſt diſmal 
and deplorable ; and who informs us, in defence of his 100 l. 
ſcheme, . they were only deſiring a ſmall addition for their 
decent and comfortable ſubſiſtence.” p. ror. 


| 1 is alſo obſervable, that the Reverend Mr. William Steil 
Miniſter at Sorn, and one of the Commiſſioners to parliament, 
in his ſpeech in the Aſſembly 1749, as printed p. 125. after 
ſuppoſing that there ar © 349 church-livings in Scotland above 
70, 80, 90, and 100l. s, What muſt be the caſe with the 
© remaining 600 Miniſters, whoſe benefices do inot exceed ſome 
“ 60, ſome 5o, ſome 40, ſome 30 l. Sterling, the pay of a 
« Land-waiter or the loweſt Exciſe-officer ? Can theſe, adds 
< he, any of theſe (thus plainly including all thoſe under 701. 
e at leaſt that do not exceed 601. Sterling, and that too in 
« whatſoever part of the country) be reckoned: a ſuitable pro- 
4 viſion for = Miniſters of the goſpel? What a mean and 
«© comfortleſs life muſt they lead! Surely there is no Miniſter, 
« no Elder, Sc. fo void of bowels, as not to feel the hardſhips, 
and commiſerate the wants of ſugh indigent brethren.” 


From all which, and many like things which were faid, 
ad are now . publiſhed, it ſeems clear as ſunſhine, that the 
propoſed minimum, however high in itſelf, is conſidered by the 
promoters of the ſcheme as a very ſmall matter, that will not 
go far towards the redreſs of their grievances, and at beſt only 
an expedient for paving the way to their original and main 
deſign, of raiſing every Miniſter's ſtipend, throughout all Scot- 
land, to one round ſum of 100 l. Sterling per annum, and that 
beſides a manſion-houſe and glebe, and the other advantages and 
conveniencies of life before mentioned, P. 79, 254, 293, 4. 


__. And it is certain, that if the allegations contained in the 
celebrated writings and ſpeeches of the augmentation- party, 
I are 
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are once admitted; for .inſtance, that a Miniſter, poſſeſſed of | 


a manſion-houſe, glebe, and paſturage, &c. and a ſtipend of 


no leſs than 60 1. Sterling per annum, is notwithſtanding one 
« of theſe indigent brethren, to whom it were very becoming 
ce that ſuch as have enough and to ſpare were ſtretching out 
« the brotherly hand, and diſtributing to their neceſſities,” p. 12 5. 


no man can ſay what additional revenues may be neceſſary. 
So that, if the legiſlature ſhall grant their reque 


Nay, it is further evident, that if ſuch chimerical tales 
could poſſibly obtain a law, raiſing the preſent to the propoſed 


minimum, they might afterwards be urged, with peculiar ad- 
vantage, and full hope of ſucceſs, for a further increaſe of that 


minimum ; becauſe it will then have appeared, 1½, That the 


oppoſition of the landed intereſt is a mere bug-bear; a very 


harmleſs and inſignificant thing, when weighed in the balance. 
with the friends of the augmentation-ſcheme, or, as they chuſe 
to expreſs it, with the righteouſneſs of their cauſe.— 2dly, The. 


tegiſlature will have found, that every Miniſter, however ſmall 


his pariſh, or in whatever remote corner of the iſland it may 
be, ſhall have, befides his manſion-houſe, glebe, &c. juſtly: 


computed p. 293, 4. at 101. or 121. Sterling, at leaſt ten chalders 
of oat-meal and bear, or the preſent value thereof in money. 


And as ſuch a number of chalders, even in ſeveral of the remo- 
ter counties, Ayr, Dumbarton, Argyleſhire, &c. is equal to- 


83 J. 65s. 8 d. Sterling, it will be no difficult matter to prove, 


that in the Lothians and other places where, tho' oat-meal 
and bear are rated no higher, yet living in general is dearer, 


Miniſters ought to have a great deal more; nor will it then be 
a ſufficient anſwer to ſay, that a diſcretionary power is _ lodged 


with the Lords Commiſſioners to give more when they ſee 


cauſe ; for the parliament will have alſo found, 3dly, That tho” 
the Lords are reſtrained by no maximum, and tho' it cannot 


be pretended that they have ever refuſed to grant ſuch additional 


ſtipends as the circumſtances of the pariſh and ſtate of the tithes 


make 


of raiſing the- 
minimum, there will be no need for any new pretext for another 


journey to London, the arguments already at hand will ſuffice.. 
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make- reaſonable ; yet this is by no means an pg remedy 


for. the grievances under which they ly; and therefore that the 
minimum muſt be again raiſed, and fixed by a new ſtatute; . as it 


=_ is not proper that any thing wherein the intereſt of the Uergy 


is concerned, ſhould be dependent upon diſcretionary powers or 
deciſions, which may vary; tho' the property of all their 
fellow- ſubjects, from the nature of things, muſt be ſo. 


AnD, in ſhort, nothing will be left, by way of defence, 
for the Gentlemen of the landed intereſt, but to object, 
That the then propoſed augmentation would exceed, in 
moſt pariſhes, if not in all, the full fifth, not to ſpeak of 
the free tithes, even of their improved rents: To which 
the friends of this benevolent and charitable ſcheme have 
already given an anſwer, Pp. 171. That the legiſlature” 
e may enact and ordain, That, when the tithes in one pariſh 
« do not amount to what ſhall then be thought a 
© minimum,- or legal ſtipend; in that caſe, the . ita hee 
<« pariſhes may be affected and touched.” And if it ſhould 
be further objected, that even this will not do, the reply 
is obvious: ManufaQures, huſbandry, marriages, baptiſms, Sc. 
may likewiſe be taxed; for, ſays their celebrated orator, 
p. 146. © If the parliament cannot relieve us in one way, they 
« may do it in another;” and being doubtful it ſeems as to 
the power even of a Britiſh parliament to ſatisfy all their 
demands, immediately adds, « If they cannot do it wholly, 
* they may do it in part.“ | 


Is it then any wondae, that not only the landholders of 
Scotland, but alſo the merchants, tenants, farmers, and even 


all other claſſes of men, have taken the alarm at the opening 
of a ſcene ſo dark and intricate, that no human foreſight 


can conjecture how it will conclude ? 80 far indeed every 
one ſees, an immediate demand for ſeveral hundred thouſand 
pounds Sterling, or, which is ſtill worſe, a perpetual and cor- 
reſpondent annual tax, to be in by the proprietors of land, ac- 
cording to the preſent rate © 3 and that too only as the 


proper 
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proper introduction for the double of that ſum; but what is 
to follow, time alone can reveal: For who can ſay, what 


may be wanting to ſatisfy the calls of a ſelfiſh or ambitious 
ſpirit. | 


AND. therefore, on the wamoLE, if ever the well known 
advice, principiis obſia, ought to be followed, now is the 
time: © and as there is a beauty and pleaſure in the ac- 
« knowledging of truth, even when it is againſt the cauſe 
« we favour, and think ourſelves obliged to eſpouſe, p. 120. 
it muſt be frankly owned, that, if the augmentation-clergy 
ſhall be ſo fortunate as to ſucceed in the preſent attempt, 
they will have no ſmall encouragement to proceed a great 
deal further; for having laid the foundation ſo deep and 
firm, they -may, with much lefs difficulty, finiſh what they 
have ſo happily begun, -by loading the laity with one tax 
after another, till they be reduced to ſuch circumſtances, 
„that they will not have ſpirit enough to oppoſe the righ- 
* teous demand, or, if they had ſpirit, will want all other 
« means of oppoſition.” | 


In the mean time, they would do well to conſider, That he 
who haſteth to be rich, falleth into many ſnares. And ſurely one 
muſt be wilfully blind, who does not perceive the preſent at- 
tempt, begun and carried on in the manner before deſcribed, 
big with the moſt dangerous. conſequences, not only to the true 
intereſt of the Church, as the diſſenters obſerve, but to the 

youre alſo and tranquillity of the nation; let him only open 


his eyes, and he muſt neceſſarily obſerve theſe beginnings. of 
forrew. wr) 


Ir was therefore extremely cautious in the augmenta- 
tion-party, to ſcreen themſelves from any charge as to the 
tendency of their unhappy project, by the ame argument 
with which the Pretender opened the late moſt wicked and 
unnatural rebellion, viz. © That if any diſturbance ariſes | 


« from their application, it cannot be imputed to them, but 
, CC to 


. I % } 
% to others who have ſpared no pains to make an op- 
« poſition to it as great as could be.” p. 200. For, as the 
Pretender was very willing to have aſcended the throne of 
Britain peaceably and quietly, they have the ſame good diſ- 
poſitions towards attaining the propoſed augmentation, with- 
out any noiſe or diſturbance whatſoever. 


Bur though the PRoJEcTORs and AUTHORS, the PROMO- 
TERS and ABETTORS of the propoſed plan of augmentation, 
would thus perſuade the world, that they are by no means 
anſwerable for its unhappy conſequences ; this ſurely can be no 
apology for the plan ſelf; which, beſides being juſtly charge- 
able with the evils already mentioned, was repreſented in 
open Aſſembly, by the moſt eminent and diſintereſted lawyers 
and judges, of which perhaps any nation can boaſt, as of 
ſuch a nature, as might deeply affect almoſt every indivi- 
dual of the landed intereſt, not only with reſpect to 
his tithes, but even in points of much greater conſequence ; 
as the ſettling the proportion each ſhall bear of this new 
augmentation (ſhould it take place), will be the work of 
many years, and muſt naturally expoſe, and lay open to the 
world, every Gentleman's title-deed to his eſtate; and ſo 
may produce innumerable. and vexatious ſuits at law, and, by 
ſhaking the very foundations. of poſſeſſion and property, oc- 
caſion a ſcene of general confuſion, from which the ruin 
of many may proceed, and benefit can ariſe to. thaſe only 
_. Whoſe intereſt it is to fiſh in muddy waters. | 


Tus neceſſary and dangerous ' conſequences of the pre- 
- fent ſcheme being obvious to every one acquainted with the. 
laws and ſtate of this country, would doubtleſs have been 
more than - ſufficient, abſtracted from all other conſiderations, 
to have determined every member of a Scots parliament, by 
whom the queſtion muſt have been decided before the. Union, 
to put a negative upon it, however far above being affected 
er. influenced by his proportion of the propoſed augmenta- 
tion, or however willing to bear his part for increaſing the 

1 livings⸗ 


* 70 J 
livings of che clergy, even to a greater extent, upon another 
lan. And there can be as little reaſon to doubt, from the 
own equity and juſtice of a Britiſh parliament, what ſhall 
be the iſſue of ſuch a cauſe, when theſe facts, and the o- 


ther defences competent in law er wa the ſcheme, 1 be 
fully laid before them. 


Axp may it not be further hoped, from their known wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs, and humbly aſk'd, in name, not only of 
the Nobility and Gentlemen, bit alſo in name of the great body 
of the Miniſters of the church of Scotland, and of every true 
friend of our happy conſtitution, whether civil or eccleſiaſtical, 
that ſuch meaſures may be ſpeedily taken for healing of out 
preſent diviſions, as ſhall likewiſe prevent in all time coming a 
few reſtleſs and deſigning men from ſquandering away the 
Church's funds ; and which is of far greater importance, from 
ſullying her honour, or diſturbing her peace, and injuring her 
very beſt intereſts, merely to gratify their own ambition or 


party-views. 


Trvs, Sir, ſhall good come out of evil, and the Amy 
Commiſſioners have pleaſure to reflect, that they have fo fully 
anſwered the end and intention of their embaſſy, as will make 
it altogether unneceſſary for any others to go upon the ſame 
errand. If this Letter can in the leaſt contribute towards 
bringing the preſent diſpute to ſuch a comfortable iſſue, it will 
give e ſenſible pleaſure * | 


SIR, | 
1 _ Your ſincere Friend and 3 


M) A LOVER 
of Pzace and Unity 
E 
INICVM CrvuRcH and STATE. 


24 


\ 1 q ' "4 v * 3 K * | 
* & _ 12 - ie * 9 A 1 — as m — = . 4 " 
1 , 7-02 A . * * 4 a * 8 2 © * 0 - S a * * 
4 1 , = 4 * * * ; A . 
- : 
p - N 1 _ 
= 
* * Sy _ 
N W Os - o 
= # «a * - 
- 5-2 * — g 
T* ; k 
: - 
: . * 3 
1 . N > . 1 0 — - » - - 2 
9 +4 * — : 
+. : : 4 ; . 4 . g , 
* 
þ * A 7 - 
* 5 ; d - » * 1 
: 4 1* — q - 2 * 
1 1 _ 
4 © * - g - p 0 1 
1 * 
0 0 S 3 9 8 4 ” _ 
4 ; TY xy . N 
* g . 0 
- 
. " 
cz * * 1 
i 0 


1 Had juſt finiſhed this Letter, when I received the following 

11 1 authentick account of the proceedings of the Synod of Perth 

þ 14 { and Stirling, in relation to the augmentation-ſcheme ; which 
will make a very proper poſtſcript or concluſion to the whole. 


1 9 5 Tu 18 Synod, ſays my correſpondent, always meets at Stir- 
vi ling in April, and at Perth in October. The augmentation- 
1 ſtory came before them at Stirling April 1748, by application 
[ from the Synod of Glaſgow and Air, (who, at their meeting the 
} week before, had ſet the matter on foot) After ſome reaſoning 


| on the ſubject, they declared, without a vote, the deſign 
1 I M PRUDENT, INEXPEDIENT, and what behoved to produce 

\ very BAD EFFECTS; and therefore refuſed to concur with the 
reſolution of Glaſgow. and Ayr, of laying the. matter. before. the 


4 next Aſſembly 1748. 

1 OI: A new ambaſſador, however, was diſpatched from the Synod of 

| Ayr, in the October following, to the meeting of this Synod at 
Perth, hoping it would ſeem for better ſucceſs, as ſo many Miniſters. 

1 eannot then attend at ſuch an advanced ſeaſon of the year. Here 


it was carried by a majority, from which there was diſſents, to 
| concur in applying to the next General Aſſembly, to addreſs the 
* government for an augmentation of ſtipends, &c. 


Bur when the Synod met at Stirling in the April there-- 
1 ' » after, anno 1749, they, upon reading the minutes, overturn-. 
| ed what had been reſolved at Perth, and agreed, by a great 
majority, to make no addreſs to the enſuing Aſſembly; and 
declared afreſh, by the ſame majority, the unfitneſs and in-- 


expediency of any ſuch addreſs to the government, and what: 
bad conſequences behoved to enſue. 75 
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80 that the projectors were diſappointed a ſecond time 


and no application came from this Synod to the Aſſembly 


that met in May thereafter. But the unwearied promoters 
of the ſcheme, king the advantage once more of a Perth 
meeting, undid, in October 1749, what was done at Stir- 
ling the April before, and reſolved to addreſs the Aſſembly 
1750 for applying to the government. Fhis they did, not 
unanimouſly, but on a parrow-diviſion, after a warm diſpute, 
among the clergy therſebves;* and Which was followed N Her 
diſſents. l 

AnD, laſt of all, the Synod being met at Stirling on April 
1750, many members took up the ſubject in the ſame way as 
formerly, i. e. upon reading the mimutes, and were for again 
reverſing what had been done at Perth; but others, wea 
with doing and undoing, gave over following. that methb 
cauſing their .difſents to be marked; which was done accor- 
dingly. And thus ended a two years hot "conteſt, which is 
only a ſpecimen of what ſtrange * diſputes and diviſions aroſe 
in the inferior Church-courts- concerning the - apgmentation- 
{cheme. 


Axp the reader ail from thence ſee how little: __ is to be 
laid upon ſynodical reſolutions, for diſcovering the cal ſentiments 
of the clergy, in favour of the intended application to parlia- 
ment; and has alſo before him one, and indeed but one of the 
many convincing proofs, that the unhappy project, not only 
proceeded from a few clergymen within the bounds of the 
Synod and Preſbytery of Ayr, but hath been carried on, whip 
and ſpur, from firſt to laſt, by the ſame Gentlemen, inſtigated, 
no doubt, by certain perſons ; ; Who ſoon perceived, that the 
- purſuit of ſuch a ſcheme, inſtead of relieving, "diſtreſſed Mini- 
ſters, would anſwer purpoſes of a very different nature. 80 
that this Letter might, with great propriety, have been intitled, | 
THe SADLE LAID ON THE RIGHT HORSE, - or, THE MINI- 
STERS 'OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND VINDICA TED*FROM 
THE FALSE ASPERSION, + OF HAVING SENT © COMMISSIONERS 
e PETITION THE LEGISLATURE FOR AN AUGMENTATION 


OF THEIR OTIPENDS. 
BRITAN 
NICI X. 
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